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BIRDING THE WEST END OF CLEAR LAKE 

James L, Hansen 


Although Clear Lake itself is a 3,643-acre lake, the area 
around it is highly populated and offers limited access for 
birding. There are, however, several good public-owned 
birding areas at the west end near the town of Ventura* 

These areas are in western Cerro Gordo County, except for 
part of Ventura Marsh, which extends into Hancock County. 

McIntosh Woods State Park is a 60-acre wooded and brushy area on the 
north side of Clear Lake. The park entrance is on Lake Street 1.0 miles east of 
S-14 in Ventura. Just past the Ranger's house there is a small marsh that can 
be checked from the east and south sides. The wooded area to the east has a 
self-guided interpretive trail and is a good spot for warblers and other 
woodland birds. The main road goes south to a boat ramp. Beyond the boat 
ramp, a long sandbar extends into the lake, providing a good viewing point 
for water birds. Occasionally a Pileated Woodpecker is seen flying between 
the park and timber on the south side of the lake. 

McIntosh Wildlife Area is a 220-acre Public Hunting Area that lies be- 
tween U.S. Highway 18 and North Shore Drive (a continuation of Lake 
Street). The area is mostly grassland with fields of brome, alfalfa, and 
switchgrass. Except during occasional drought years, the 17-acre marsh on 
the west side of the area is good for ducks and wetland birds, including Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird. There is an oak woods on the southeast comer of the 
area. McIntosh Wildlife Area is used for study of both game and nongame 
species, so birders should avoid colored flags used to mark nests and live 
traps used to capture predators. 

The best access to the area is from a parking lot that lies 0.25 miles east of 
the entrance to McIntosh Woods State Park. One can scan the marsh from a 
car or walk the service road into the grassland, where Sedge Wren, Bobolink, 
and Dickcissel can be found. 

To the east of the south parking lot, there are several pull-outs along the 
next 0.7 miles of North Shore Drive that border the area. From these locations 
one can walk into McIntosh Wildlife Area or view the lake. Yellow Warblers 
are found in the trees and brush at the east end, and Warbling Vireos can be 
heard in the large trees along the lake shore. Aerator holes (A) keep some 
water open when the rest of the lake is frozen. Waterfowl can be seen at 
these holes in late fall and early spring. (There is another aerator hole at the 
far east end of Clear Lake.) 

Hoffman Prairie, an area owned by The Nature Conservancy and open to 
the public, lies north of McIntosh Wildlife Area and north of Highway 18. 
Ventura Marsh is a 733-acre area immediately southwest of Ventura. The 
450-acre marsh is bordered by upland area and separated from Clear Lake by 
Highway S-14 and a water-control structure. Most of the uplands are com- 
posed of grasslands that provide cover for nesting birds. Trees and brush 
line the edge of the marsh on the north and south, The large area on the 
south contains a 50-acre nesting study area surrounded by a predator-proof 
electric fence that would give a birder a good jolt when it is energized from 
late March to mid-July. 
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The best accesses to Ventura Marsh are on the east and northwest sides. 
The area of marsh on the south, which is mostly cattails with a few jack 
pines, is not very productive. A large parking lot and boat ramp located 0.2 
miles south of Lake Street on Highway S-14 provides boat access to the 
marsh. A small parking lot 0.5 miles south of the large parking lot provides 
walking access to the largest area of uplands. 

Access to the northwest areas are from parking lots 1.3 and 1.6 miles west 
of S-14 on Lake Street. The more westerly lot leads to uplands on the north 
side. 

Birds found at Ventura Marsh include Sedge Wren, Bobolink, Yellow 
Warbler, and Willow Flycatcher. Over-water nesting species, best seen from 
a boat, include small colonies of Forster's and Black terns. Marsh Wren, and 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Nesting waterfowl include Canada Goose, Mal- 
lard, Blue-winged Teal, and Wood Duck. Occasionally, Northern Pintail, 
Northern Shoveler, and Redhead nest. Broods of Common Moorhen have 
been seen at the east end of the marsh. King Rail has been seen, but nesting 
has not been confirmed. American White Pelican is often present during mi- 
gration. 

103 S. 17th Street , Clear Lake, 1A 50428 
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ESKIMO CURLEWS— A POSSIBLE RECOVERY 

James}. Dinsmore 

Few species of birds have so captured the imagination of birders but have 
been more ignored than the Eskimo Curlew, Although it once was described 
as numbering in the millions, the Eskimo Curlew has been a rare bird for al- 
most a century and has largely been written off as a species doomed to ex- 
tinction. Because of this attitude, it has not been given nearly the attention 
that other rare North American birds like the Whooping Crane, California 
Condor, or Ivory-billed Woodpecker have received. Several recent sightings, 
including one in central Nebraska in April 1987 (Anon. 1987), leave open the 
hope that the species might recover and again become a viable part of the 
avifauna of North America. Since the bird once occurred in Iowa, it seems 
timely to reexamine some aspects of its biology and its occurrence in Iowa. 

IDENTIFICATION 

Three species of small curlews have been recorded in North America and 
could be confused. Besides the Eskimo Curlew, the other two are the Little 
Curlew and the Whimbrel. The Little Curlew, the Old World counterpart to 
the Eskimo Curlew, is considered by some ornithologists to be the same 
species as the Eskimo Curlew. The Whimbrel is more familiar, being a rare 
migrant in Iowa, For most birders, it is easy to identify a bird as a curlew but 
difficult to separate the three species. By all odds, any curlew that is seen in 
Iowa should be a Whimbrel. Several characteristics that are key to identify- 
ing these curlews are the pattern on the undersides of the primaries-un- 
barred in the Eskimo and Little curlews, barred in the Whimbrel; color of the 
wing linings-pale cinnamon in Eskimo Curlew, grayish in the Whimbrel, 
and buffy in the Little Curlew; stripe on the top of the head--missing or in- 
distinct in the Eskimo Curlew, and distinct in the other two; and color of the 
base of the lower mandible-flesh colored or pink for less than half its length 
in the Eskimo Curlew, flesh colored or pink for more than half its length in 
the Little Curlew, and flesh colored in the Whimbrel (Gollop, Barry, and 
Iversen 1986). 

ORIGINAL RANGE 

The few actual Eskimo Curlew nests that have been described indicate that 
they nested on fairly dry tundra habitat in northern Northwest Territories 
and perhaps northern Alaska and Siberia, After the breeding season, most 
Eskimo Curlews moved east and south to northern Quebec and Labrador, 
There they fattened up on crowberries in preparation for their fall flight 
south. Some birds took a different route and moved south along the western 
shore of Hudson Bay. Whichever route they took, once the birds had stored 
up sufficient fat, they migrated south, apparently flying over water in a di- 
rect line from near the Gulf of St. Lawrence south to Venezuela and northern 
South America. This path took them east of New England, Bermuda, and 
most of the West Indies islands. In some years, storms over the Atlantic 
Ocean forced the birds toward the coast. These storm-related ’’wrecks" re- 
sulted in large flocks of curlews appearing along the coast, especially in New 
England and on Long Island. Once in South America, the curlews continued 
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south and wintered from southern Brazil and Uruguay south through Ar- 
gentina and Chile, Little is known about their spring migration. They proba- 
bly followed Central America north to the Yucatan Peninsula and then flew 
over the Gulf of Mexico to Texas and Louisiana. From the Gulf Coast, they 
moved north through the Mississippi Valley and the Great Plains (Gollop, 
Barry, and Iversen 1986). There are numerous records from Nebraska (Swenk 
1916), suggesting that the curlews staged there before flying to their arctic 
nesting grounds. The curlew's loop-like migration path is similar to the pat- 
tern shown by Lesser Golden-Plover. 

EXPLOITATION 

Eskimo Curlews were considered a very good tasting bird, a factor cer- 
tainly leading to the heavy hunting pressure that they received for much of 
the year. Because they were often very fat during migration, hunters often 
called them the doe bird or dough bird. Another factor leading to their de- 
cline was the ease with which they could be killed. Eskimo Curlews are fairly 
tame and, if one bird was wounded, the other members of the flock often 
returned to their fallen companion, making it easy for a hunter to shoot a 
number of individuals from one flock. 

Besides sport hunting, Eskimo Curlews were killed by market hunters. 
Some writers have suggested that around 1880, as Passenger Pigeon num- 
bers began to decline, market hunters may have considered the curlew as a 
suitable replacement for the pigeon and turned their attention to it. Although 
the number of Eskimo Curlews that were taken by market hunters did not 
approach the levels of the Passenger Pigeon kill, hunting undoubtedly had 
an effect on their decline. 

One of the mysteries of the Eskimo Curlew is the rapidity of its decline. 
The easy answer is that it was a victim of over hunting. However, one writer 
points out that a decline of Eskimo Curlew numbers in spring was already 
apparent in the period 1875-1880, somewhat before market hunting became 
important. Nesting failures or habitat loss have also been considered but 
dismissed due to the lack of any strong supporting evidence. One interesting 
idea that has been suggested is that long-term climatic changes may have led 
to catastrophic losses of curlews on their fall migration (Banks 1977). What- 
ever happened, it happened rapidly and no explanation has been completely 
accepted. 

RECENT RECORDS 

From the days of great abundance in the mid-1800s, Eskimo Curlew num- 
bers declined rapidly, and by 1900 they were a rare bird. By 1920, there were 
only a handful of birds being seen, and the species was considered in danger 
of extinction. Gollop, Barry, and Iversen (1986) summarize records from 1945 
to 1985. Over that time, Eskimo Curlews were reported with some authen- 
ticity in 25 of 41 of the years. Most of these reports were of one or two birds 
but in 1981, there was a probable sighting of an amazing 23 Eskimo Curlews 
near Galveston, Texas (Blankinship and King 1984). If the identification was 
correct, it gives some support to the idea that the bird might have a chance of 
surviving. The one seen last year in Nebraska (Anon. 1987) is the first one re- 
ported from the Midwest since 1926. 
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ESKIMO CURLEWS IN IOWA 

Very little is known about Eskimo Curlews in Iowa. They were strictly a 
spring migrant in Iowa with the six recorded dates ranging from 5 April to 3 
May (Dinsmore et al. 1984). The species undoubtedly was a common to 
abundant spring migrant and probably was more common in western Iowa. 

Recently, I have located several articles on hunting that briefly discuss Es- 
kimo Curlews. Several of these mention that the curlews typically were 
found with flocks of Lesser Golden-Plover, a species that then was perhaps 
the most numerous shorebird in North America. Both species preferred up- 
land habitats, with burned prairies being especially favored. There they 
gathered to feed on insects. These flocks of shorebirds attracted the attention 
of hunters, John Smith of Algona recalled that he saw thousands of curlews 
in northwest Iowa in May 1866. He said that they occurred there only in 
spring, but they were not fat enough then to be good eating. He said that the 
curlews were easily attracted to golden plover decoys (Hough 1901). Smith 
said that large flocks were still found near Algona in the 1870s (Anon. 1910). 
Dick Harker, a market hunter from the Spirit Lake area, recalled that the Es- 
kimo Curlew had delicious meat. He arrived in Spirit Lake in 1881 and said 
he killed thousands of golden plovers but only 12-15 dough birds in his life- 
time, suggesting he arrived after they had greatly declined in numbers in 
Iowa (Musgrove 1945). By 1889, they were almost gone from the Manson 
area (H.A.K. 1889). A guide to hunting sites lists Lake Mills in northcentral 
Iowa as a place where one could hunt curlews but no other details are given 
(Hallock 1877). Other than these references, all that is known about the 
species in Iowa is from a few specimen records. The last record of the species 
is one taken at Davenport in May 1901 (Hodges 1950). 

Somehow, despite a perilously long migration and heavy persecution, this 
species has managed to survive. In addition, one has to wonder how the 
handful of survivors manage to find each other on the breeding grounds. The 
survival chances for this species still are probably low. We know so little 
about the birds that we cannot even monitor their numbers. All we can do 
now is speculate on what happened in the past and hope that the future is 
brighter for this remarkable bird. 
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PURPLE MARTIN FEEDS HOUSE SPARROWS 

Richard J. Hollis 

On several occasions during the summer of 1986 I observed a male Purple 
Martin feed immature House Sparrows, This observation is described and 
discussed in the larger context of birds feeding young that are not their own. 
Similar unusual martin feeding behavior has been noted by Brown (1977b) 
and Van Velzen (1960). 

OBSERVATIONS 

The martin house was a six apartment aluminum house (Heath) located in 
a suburban yard, bordering farmland, in eastern Iowa City, Johnson County, 
Iowa, A pair of Purple Martins appeared at the martin house on 12 May 

1986. _ 

The male was a subadult and differed from the female as follows. The 
throat and chin of the female were light gray or white and did not contrast 
with the belly. The forehead of the female was light gray, almost white. In 
the male all of these regions were dark gray, speckled with the blue-purple 
of the adult male. This is a late date for adult martins to arrive at a colony, 
but perhaps not late for subadults to start a new colony. There were no other 
martins living at the house, but one or two pair of House Sparrows were pre- 
sent. 

The martins arrived together and three days later settled into one apart- 
ment, forcibly evicting a pair of House Sparrows. Shortly thereafter, a pair of 
House Sparrows, possibly the same birds that had been nesting in the apart- 
ment taken over by the martins, moved into an adjacent compartment that 
had been previously vacant. Simultaneous arrival of a pair of martins con- 
trasts with normal martin behavior. Usually males arrive first and settle into 
an apartment. The females then arrive and choose a male-apartment combi- 
nation (Harrison 1975). 

From 14 May until 3 June the martins worked at modifying the nest, dis- 
carding old material and carrying some new material in. Both shared the 
apartment at night. During the day, both were absent for long periods of 
time, often arriving at the house together. From 3 to 20 June the female spent 
more and more time at the nest. Sometime in the next week or two, the male 
seemed to stop spending the night. I suspected that she was incubating eggs 
during this period. Based on the published incubation period of 15-18 days, I 
expected hatching would occur around 19-22 June. On about 21 June the be- 
havior of both parents changed. She was seen carrying a butterfly to nest, but 
later left still carrying it. The male also carried food to the house. 

During the proposed incubation period, young hatched in the adjacent 
sparrow's nest. From 22 June to 27 June the male martin fed the nestling 
sparrows, sometimes just at the entrance and at other times totally entering 
the apartment. The sparrows at times chased the male away; at other times 
the male would chase the sparrows from the porch outside of their apart- 
ment. The female martin almost always came out of the nest when the male 
arrived to feed his new charges. She would often chirp. On one occasion she 
pecked at him, pushed him out of the way, and physically prevented him 
from feeding the sparrows. She then crawled into the sparrows' nest and 
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spent a long time in the nest. I did not see the young sparrows for a day or 
two. Both sparrows and the male martin continue to carry food to the spar- 
row nest and a few days later the young sparrows reappeared. 

The female martin was not seen at the nest at all on 27 June. On that same 
day/ a house sparrow was seen going into the martin apartment for the first 
time since 12 May. In the evening I lowered the house. There were no eggs, 
egg fragments, or young in the martins" apartment, but leaves and other 
materials typically found in martin houses were present. Three fledgling- 
sized sparrows were in the other apartment and they were destroyed. I was, 
therefore, unable to observe if the martin would continue feeding the spar- 
rows after they fledged. No martins nested at the apartment in 1987. 

The observations were made at distances of 30 feet and less with binocu- 
lars and spotting scope. Observers included the author, Janet Hollis, and 
Orville Keefer. 

DISCUSSION 

Many species of birds have been observed feeding young that are not their 
own. There are at least four categories into which we may classify the causes 
of this behavior: shared nests, helpers, brood parasitism, and interspecific 
feeding. Perhaps the least familiar categories are those in which a bird feeds 
young of its species, but not its own offspring (shared nests and helpers). 

Shared nests refers to birds that feed conspecific young when more than 
one female lays eggs in a single nest. Shared nests are not common with 
North American species. Emlen 0952) reported some cases of Cliff Swallows 
being forced to share a nest; presumably the adults sometimes fed the young 
of the other pair. 

Helpers refers to nonbreeding birds that feed young of their species. The 
helpers are often offspring from an earlier nesting or close relatives of the 
parents (Skutch 1961, 1987). Skutch describes this for a number of species, in- 
cluding two members of the Hirundinidae (European Bam Swallow and 
House Martin). Sappington (1977) observed helpers at 161 of 254 (63.4%) of 
House Sparrow nests. 

Brood parasitism refers to birds laying their eggs in another bird's nest. 
This is probably the most often observed situation in which birds are ob- 
served feeding young that are not their own. Brood parasites typically lay 
their eggs in the nests of other species and depend on the parental drives of 
their victims being stronger than their victims' ability to recognize their own 
young or eggs. The Brown-headed Cowbird is the most common North 
American brood parasite, but several other species, including the Redhead, 
are occasional brood parasites. Brood parasitism sometimes happens within 
a species, although it is much harder to recognize. Intraspecific brood para- 
sitism has been noted in up to 24 percent of Cliff Swallow nests in colonies of 
over ten nests (Brown 1984). 

Interspecific feeding refers to birds feeding young that are not their own 
and have not hatched from their own nests. This phenomenon is rare, but 
more interesting in terms of the light shed on parental drives. Shy (1982) lists 
140 cases of interspecific feeding and suggests a number of causes. My 
observations of martins fits several of Shy's causes: nest failure, proximity of 
nests, and stimulation by the young. 
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One can speculate that interspecific feeding by the male martin occurred 
because he had a strong drive to feed young. His own nest had produced no 
young. Many times when he did return to the nest, he heard the begging call 
of the young sparrows. His drive was then released as he fed the sparrows 
who readily accepted the food. Another contributing factor could be the ten- 
dency of House Sparrows to accept help. The high rate of intraspecific 
helpers observed by Sappington suggests that neither nestlings nor their par- 
ents are especially discriminating as to who carries food to the nest. 

Although Purple Martins are readily observed at their nests, and fre- 
quently nest near House Sparrows and European Starlings, there are few 
published observations of interspecific feeding by or of martins. After the 
apparent death of a brood of martins, young starlings moved from an adja- 
cent compartment into the martin nest and were fed by both martins (Van 
Velzen 1960). Brown (1977b) also saw unusual feeding behavior in martins. 
A male fed his mate throughout the incubation period, a very rare occur- 
rence in martins. Late during the incubation, a near-fledged House Sparrow 
moved into the martin nest (containing the female and eggs) and was fed 
until it flew away; then the male martin resumed feeding the female. Both 
male martins described by Brown and myself were subadult males. Van 
Velzen made no mention of plumage. 

Young martins have not been observed being fed by House Sparrows. 
Brown (1977a) has observed a pair of Starlings feeding a nest of young mar- 
tins. These nestling martins were still being fed by their own parents 
(subadults). Brown suggests a relationship between the previous destruction 
of a starling nest and eggs in the martin house and this foster feeding. 
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YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD NESTING IN 
IOWA: A TWENTY-YEAR FOLLOW-UP 

Mike Brown 

The geographic distribution of the Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xunthocephalus 
xanthocephalus , in Iowa was studied in the period 1960-1962 (Weller 1969). 
Weller found it easy to determine the distribution of breeding Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds because of their bright coloration, conspicuous territorial 
behavior, and dependence on semipermanent marshes for breeding habitat. 
Weller's observations were made during a period when he felt marsh condi- 
tions were optimal for Yellow-headed Blackbird. 

In an attempt to detect any changes in distribution since 1960-1962, I de- 
termined the presence of Yellow-headed Blackbirds during the period 1983- 
1984 at the same 27 sites studied by Weller. Conditions were good for Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds during 1983-1984, because water levels were rela- 
tively high during May and June of both years. Each site was visited one or 
more times during the breeding seasons of 1983 and/or 1984. Six of the sites 
were visited by other observers. A site was considered to have an active 
breeding colony if at least one territorial male was observed. 

Twenty-four of the 27 breeding colonies listed by Weller were active more 
than 20 years later (Table 1). Of the 20 active colonies that I visited, at least 20 
territorial males were observed at each site. At least one nest was found at 
each site, except for three that were not closely examined. Cardinal Marsh 
was dry during the 1983-1984 breeding seasons. Little Wall Lake had been 
dredged into a deeper recreational lake and no longer contained marsh 
habitat. At Blue, Decatur, and Bend Lakes, Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
present only at Blue Lake in 1984. 

The majority of Iowa colonies and marsh habitats are found on the Wis- 
consin glacial lobe (Weller 1969), which is the prairie pothole region in the 
northcentral portion of the state. Dinsmore et al. (1984) list the Yellow- 
headed Blackbird as a common summer resident that is one of the most 
abundant birds in its habitat. I found nest densities to be very high with 
more than 50 nests per ha in some locations. During 1983-1984, 1 found Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds at 28 of 30 marshes where I was doing research 
(Brown 1985). I also observed breeding colonies at 44 other sites on the Wis- 
consin glacial lobe during the same period. Breeding Yellow-headed Black- 
birds were observed in marshes as small as 0.2 ha and in relatively isolated 
marshes (no marsh habitat within a 5 km radius). 

Changes in water depth and vegetation structure are common in Iowa 
marshes (Weller and Spatcher 1965). Yellow-headed Blackbirds adapt to 
these changes; they may abandon a site when conditions are unfavorable and 
recolonize the same site as conditions improve (Lederer 1978, Weller and 
Spatcher 1965). The persistence of 24 out of 27 colonies over more than 20 
years suggests that Iowa's Yellow-headed Blackbird population is fairly sta- 
ble. Population decreases may be expected during dry periods with increases 
during wet periods. Obviously, the quantity of suitable marsh habitat, which 
has been considerably reduced over the last 100 years (Bishop 1981), will also 
determine the future status of Yellow-headed Blackbirds in Iowa (Weller 
1979). 
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Table 1 . 1983-84 Status of Yellow-headed Blackbird Colonies Observed by 
Weller in 1960-62 


Location 

County 

1983-1984 Status 

Muskrat Slough 

Jones 

Present 

Swan Lake 

Johnson 

Absent 

Cardinal Marsh 

Howard 

Absent (marsh dry) 

Elk Creek 

Worth 

Present 

Ventura Marsh 

Cerro Gordo 

Present 

Eagle Lake 

Hancock 

Present 

East and West Twin Lakes 

Hancock 

Present 

Twin Sisters Lake 

Wright 

Present 

Elm Lake 

Wright 

Present 

Wall Lake 

Wright 

Present 

Goose Lake 

Hamilton 

Present 

Little Wall Lake 

Hamilton 

Absent (no marsh vegetation) 

Pothole (Tiegs) 

Story 

Present 

Union Slough 

Kossuth 

Present 

Silver Lake 

Dickinson 

Present 

Spirit Lake 

Dickinson 

Present 

Dan Green Slough 

Clay 

Present 

Trumbull Lake 

Clay 

Present 

Round Lake 

Clay 

Present 

Rush Lake 

Palo Alto 

Present 

Sunken Grove Lake 

Pocahontus 

Present 

South Twin Lake 

Calhoun 

Present 

Goose Lake 

Greene 

Present 

Pothole (Finn) 

Greene 

Present 

Storm Lake 

Buena Vista 

Present 

Brown's Lake 

Woodbury 

Present 

Blue, Decatur, and Bend Lakes 

Monona 

Present (Blue L. only) 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1987 

W, Ross Silcock 

The 1987 count was made up of the same 41 locations which reported last 
year, but the return of Swaledale raised the total to a record-tying 42. These 
locations are well-distributed around the state/ although there are gaps cen- 
tered on Kossuth, Lyon, and Cass Counties. The number of observers (596) 
was the lowest in seven years, but only slightly lower than the 600 in 1980. 
The accompanying tables show the count data. 

Weather conditions for this year's count were remarkably similar to those 
of 1986. The average temperature was 25.3 F, only 1.3 degrees lower than last 
year. Over the last 10 years, the mean temperature for all counts averaged 
21.1 F, with a high average of 35.8 in 1983 and a low average of 2.4 in 1984. 
Strangely, in both of the extreme years, the number of species found was 
near the low for the 10-year period (114 in 1983 and 111 in 1984). Average 
wind speed for all counts was a moderate 7.5 mph, with few counts report- 
ing significantly windy conditions. 

A total of 124 species was recorded this year, second highest in the last 10 
years, behind the record 127 found in 1981. The top species count this year 
was 81 at Davenport. Surprisingly, Shenandoah was second with 79, fol- 
lowed by Keokuk (77) and Rathbun (74). The only other counts in the 70s 
were Omaha and Burlington, each with 70. These locations are all near the 
southern reaches of the Mississippi or Missouri rivers and are all well-or- 
ganized and stocked with experienced birders. Some otherwise excellent 
counts are still ignoring a very important winter habitat— the bird feeder. 
Perhaps more important than species diversity is finding the maximum 
number of each species. This is achieved generally with large numbers of ob- 
servers (other factors being equal). 

COUNT RESULTS BY REGION 

Mississippi River counts were led by Davenport, and were generally about 
normal for species and numbers of birds. An exception was the 53,189 birds 
at Keokuk, boosted by the usual midwinter crow roost (22,000 this year) and, 
amazingly, 12,324 Canvasbacks. Keokuk is recognized as a major staging 
area for this species in the North American interior. The most northerly Mis- 
sissippi River counts. Yellow River Forest and Dubuque, were hampered by 
the only significant snow (16 and 12 inches) and cold temperatures (-16 to 
start at Yellow River Forest) reported for the entire state, but the 47 species at 
Yellow River Forest was still an excellent total. 

Missouri River counts again found the most birds, primarily because of a 
blackbird roost at Omaha (actually in Iowa near the IPL Ponds) containing an 
estimated 187,000 Red-winged Blackbirds and 22,000 European Starlings. 
Average numbers of Snow Geese and Mallards were found this year. The top 
count was Shenandoah with a large total of 79, primarily due to a virtually 
complete waterfowl list. All counts were at or above 50 species. Sioux City 
was at 55, a very good total for the northernmost count on the Missouri 
River. Trailing the field was Tristate, which appears to have tailed off in so- 
cial status, nary a brown-bag lunch to be seen! 
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The Northern Third, where brown bag lunches are surely in evidence, 
generally did well, with most counts in the expected 40+ range. As expected, 
bird numbers were the lowest in the state, although Spirit Lake found over 
7,000 birds, including a surprising 3,370 Canada Geese. Cherokee and Mason 
City also did well, although most of their birds were House Sparrows, but 
with 1,374 Mallards at Mason City. The top species count in this region (45) 
was shared by Mason City and Decorah, 

Most of the state's observers live in the Middle Third, and over one-third 
of the count localities are there also. Species totals varied widely, from only 
21 to the high of 66 at Des Moines, but more than two-thirds of the counts 
found more than 45 species. Other good species totals were the 61 at Jamaica 
and Cedar Rapids. These three counts are always well-run and well-at- 
tended. Des Moines found a great total of 18,371 birds, ranking 5th in the 
state, behind Keokuk and three Missouri River counts. The Des Moines total 
was enhanced by good numbers of Mallards (7,500) and Common Mer- 
gansers (3,035), as well as Herring Gulls (2,020). Jamaica did well due to 
7,201 Mallards, while Cedar Rapids, as always, had a well-balanced count 
bolstered by several feeder-watchers. 

The Southern Third, other than the excellent 74 species at Rathbun, did 
rather poorly, ranging from 35 to 47 species. The obvious advantage Rathbun 
has is the variety of habitat. Surprisingly, Red Rock found more birds than 
Rathbun, led by 7,000 Herring Gulls (only 56 at Rathbun!) and 3,514 Com- 
mon Mergansers (only 436 at Rathbun). Perhaps this area of the state has so 
much good birding habitat in a mild winter that the birds are hopelessly 
spread out, with none of the concentration at "good spots" that are seen in 
colder parts of the state. Hitting these "good spots" is the main strategy in lo- 
cations where such concentrations occur. 

A few other snippets: lowest bird total was 785 at Sac County; most ob- 
servers was 37 at Omaha, fewest was 3 at Alleman and Cedar Falls. Note, 
however, that Cedar Falls found a tremendous 56 species, 4th out of 15 
counts in the Middle Third. Most field parties was 13 at Boone County and 
Omaha, and most party-hours was 119 at Omaha. Most miles by car was 670 
at Rathbun; fewest was 28 at Lucas (that doesn't even get you across the cir- 
cle and back!). Most miles on foot was 57 at Omaha, followed closely by 56 at 
North Linn. The most active owlers were at Davenport, with 7 hours in the 
dark, and most active (?) feeder- watchers were at Spirit Lake, with 61 hours 
of observation. Many counts had no feeder- watcher. Windiest count was De 
Soto N.W.R., but perhaps the worst weather was at Marshalltown, which 
had rain and sleet. Several counts encountered rain (in Iowa in winter?), but 
only at Spirit Lake was birding going on while it was snowing. 

REGULAR SPECIES 

This was a great year for waterfowl and other water-related birds and also 
raptors, obviously because of the weather conditions. Few other groups, 
however, showed outstanding numbers, except for some of the native spar- 
rows and Carolina Wren. At the low end of the scale were Red-headed 
Woodpecker and American Robin (more later). 

Somewhat surprisingly, fewer Great Blue Herons appeared this year than 
in 1986, the 18 found were about average. Also surprising was the below-av- 
erage number of Snow Geese for such a mild count period. Canada Geese by 
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contrast were at double their 10- year average, and continue to do well. Dab- 
bling ducks did not show up very well, with only Gadwall occurring in un- 
expected numbers; the 122 found were far more than the previous high of 43 
in 1986. Gadwall is doing well nationwide. Mallard numbers were only aver- 
age. The headline story this year has to be the diving ducks. Of the 10 ex- 
pected species, 8 set new 10-year highs, some by substantial margins. Obvi- 
ously best was Canvasback, with 12,000 at Keokuk helping this year's count 
of 13,550 make the previous high of 341 in 1986 suffer badly by comparison. 
Also remarkable was Common Merganser, the total of 11,879 dwarfing the 
10-year average of 2,062. Others in outstanding numbers were Redhead, 
Ring-necked Duck, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, 
and Ruddy Duck, all at 10-year highs. Also up, but not as significantly, was 
Lesser Scaup. Open water was the obvious reason for this plethora. At the 
opposite extreme, although expectedly so, was Red -breasted Merganser, a 
mi Id- weather merganser, which was actually down in numbers from its 10- 
year average; only 11 were recorded. This is a rare bird in Iowa at CBC time. 

It was also a very good raptor year, with four species at 10- year highs, 
probably because of suitable hunting conditions resulting from lack of snow 
cover and open water retaining the waterfowl needed by Bald Eagle. Bald 
Eagle was found in record numbers (1037), and Red-tailed Hawk was at a 10- 
year high (1,105). In many parts of Iowa our National Symbol is the most 
common winter raptor. American Kestrel was found in good numbers, with 
a 10-year high of 515. The total of 68 acci piters was also a 10-year high, but 
only slightly above the totals in 1984 and 1985. Goshawk numbers were 
down to 4 from the peak years of 1984 (11) and 1985 (17). Identified Sharp- 
shinned and Cooper's Hawks have shown a 1:1 ratio for two years now, 
since details have been requested for identification of these species. Only 31 
of the accipiters reported were satisfactorily identified, which is expected 
due to the difficulty of identification when only a brief glimpse is usually af- 
forded. Identification is, however, best made of flying birds. Look for promi- 
nence of head, total body length versus wing length, and tail shape. 

Gallinaceous birds are always interesting, this year being no exception. 
The Wild Turkey story continues to amaze me, with a new high set each 
year; no fewer than 782 were counted, compared to the 1986 high of 313. 
They are now found in all areas of Iowa, although they are least common in 
the Northern Third, where they were reported only from Decorah and Bre- 
mer County. Notable also is the southern spread of Gray Partridge, a species 
which had a 10-year high of 586 birds and was reported from all regions ex- 
cept the Southern Third; however, it was found as far south as Oakville on 
the Mississippi River and Shenandoah on the Missouri River. Perhaps the in- 
creasing set-a-side of farm ground will cause birds from northern Iowa to 
spread as farmed land is reduced. 

As expected this year, American Coot, Killdeer, Common Snipe, and 
Belted Kingfisher were in good numbers; indeed, all were at 10-year highs by 
substantial margins. These four species fit into a group whose occurrence is 
related to open water. Gulls were also up strongly, the 8,286 Herrings being 
about triple the previous 10-year high. Ring-billed Gull numbers, however, 
were below the 10-year high set in 1986. 
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?■ Chrises Bird Count data 1937 
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Tabte 3. Species Found on Three or Fewer Counts and Unidentified Birds 

Loon species; Spirit Lake (5). Rathbun (1) 

Pied-billed Grebe; Cedar Rapids (1) 

Eared Grebe: Rathbun (1) 

Double-crested Cormorant: Princeton (1), Davenport (3) 

Greater White-fronted Goose: De Soto N.W.R. (6), Jamaica (6) 

Ross' Goose: Shenandoah (1) 

Teal species: De Soto N.W.R. (1) 

Greater Scaup: Keokuk {5), Shenandoah (2) 

Oldsquaw: Keokuk (1) 

White-winged Scoter: Davenport (2) 

Duck species: De Soto N.W.R. (400) 

Osprey: Princeton (1, in Illinois) 

Golden Eagle: Decorah (1) 

Buteo species: De Soto N.W.R, (3), Eldora (1). Boone Co. (4) 

Ruffed Grouse: Decorah (3), Bremer Co. (1) 

Thayer's Gull: Des Moines (1) 

Glaucous Gull: Davenport (1), Keokuk (2), Des Moines (2) 

Gull species; North Linn {1} 

Snowy Owl: Burlington (1), Red Rock (1) 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Cherokee (1), Cedar Fails (1), Boone Co. (2) 

Owl species: De Soto N.W.R. (1), Spirit Lake (1), Iowa City (2) 

Hummingbird species: Marshalltown (1) 

Brown Thrasher: Spirit Lake (2), Lamoni (1) 

Water Pipit: Rathbun (1) 

Yellow-njmped Warbler; Tristate (9, in Nebraska) 

Field Sparrow: Oakville (1), Marshalltown (1) 

Vesper Sparrow: Lost Nation (1 ) 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Davenport (1), Des Moines (1) 

Sparrow species: De Soto N.W.R. (2) 

Eastern Meadowlark: Muscatine (1) 

Western Meadowlark: Clinton (11), Muscatine (20), Tristate (26) 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Davenport (1), Shenandoah (1) 

Great-tailed Grackle: Ames (1) 

Northern Oriole: Iowa City (1 ) 

Blackbird species: De Soto N.W.R. (12), Spirit Lake (17) 

White-winged Crossbill: Cedar Rapids (1), Red Rock (2) 

Common Redpoll: Dubuque (1), Davenport (6) 

Belted Kingfisher (accidentally omitted from Table 2): Yellow River F. (1), Dubuque (4), Clinton 
(3), Princeton (6), Davenport (12), Muscatine (3), Oakville (2), Burlington (3), Keokuk (8), Sioux 
City (3), De Soto N.W.R. (1), Omaha (3), Shenandoah (3), Tristate (1), Decorah (7). Mason City 
(1), Swaledale (1), Cherokee (7), Westfield (2), Lost Nation (1), North Linn (7), Cedar Rapids 
(13), Iowa City (7), Amana (1), Cedar Falls (1), Marshalltown (1), Ames (2), Des Moines (16), 
Jamaica (3), Rathbun (3), Red Rock(1), Lucas (1), Total (128). 


Mourning Dove is another cold-sensitive species that was well-repre- 
sented; the 2,000 counted were twice the average for the last 10 years and a 
10-year high. Rock Doves may have peaked in 1986, as the 8,753 reported this 
year was actually fewer than the previous year's total for the first time in 
several years. 

This year 652 owls were located, or 8.0 per owling party-hour. This com- 
pares with 7.3 owls per owling party-hour in both 1986 and 1985. Thus, ac- 
tual owl numbers may be increasing, possibly confirmed by the 345 Great 
Horned Owls, a 10-year high. 
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Among the woodpeckers. Red -bell ieds continue to do well, reaching a 10- 
year high this year, indicating that this southeastern woodland species is 
consolidating its position in Iowa, Other woodpeckers were in average to 
above average numbers, except for Red-headed Woodpecker, which was 
low. The 181 Red-headed Woodpeckers compares poorly to the high of 1,771 
in 1980. This year's acorn crop must have been dismal. 

Blue Jay and American Crow were numerous, the former at a 10-year 
high, the latter far above average. The crow roost at Keokuk the last three 
years has boosted crow numbers by about 25,000 each year. Ten-year highs 
were recorded by Tufted Titmouse and Brown Creeper, the former interest- 
ing because its distribution in Iowa resembles that of Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker. Does this tell us anything about the climate warming, or is the lack of 
prairie fires continuing to allow woodland to spread northwestward? Chick- 
adees were also plentiful, but nuthatches only average. It was not a notable 
year for Red-breasted Nuthatch; the 92 reported were about average (The 10- 
year high was 164 in 1982). Winter and Carolina Wrens were much in evi- 
dence, especially the latter, which is definitely on the comeback trail. The 23 
Carolina Wrens reported compare to 12 in 1986, and 0 to 4 found each year 
from 1979 to 1985. They were found in all regions of the state except the 
Northern Third, with as many as 4 at Omaha. The weather allowed good 
numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Eastern Bluebird to stay in Iowa, the 
latter at a 10-year high of 100 birds, significantly above the previous high of 
64 in 1983. American Robin was again down; only 362 were found, compared 
to the 10-year average of 1,013. The wild fruit crop again this year appeared 
to be poor, although it supported average Cedar Waxwing numbers. 

Shrikes were in average numbers, with identified Loggerheads surpris- 
ingly as far north as Cherokee, and Northerns as far south as Shenandoah, 
indicating that this year the two species overlapped more than usual. The 
last two years have been good for European Starling, the 56,963 counted (?) 
this year being a 10-year high. The 22,000 reported from Omaha (IPL Pond 
roost) helped greatly. Surprisingly in this mild winter, the only warblers 
found were the 9 Yellow-rumpeds at Arbor Lodge in Nebraska City, Ne- 
braska, on the Tristate count. 

Northern Cardinal, another southeast woodland species which has spread 
northwestward during this century, is doing well; the 7,172 reported were 
near the 10-year high (7,193 in 1985). Our most abundant sparrows, Ameri- 
can Tree and Dark-eyed Junco, were plentiful, both above their 10-year aver- 
ages, but not at 10- year high levels. Fox, Song, and Swamp sparrows, how- 
ever, were at 10-year highs, apparently reflecting the availability of open 
water and the mild conditions. The 802 Songs was far above the previous 10- 
year high of 556 set in 1981. In contrast, Zonotrichia sparrows are still a con- 
cern, although numbers recovered a little for White-throated and Harris' 
sparrows. Both were only in average numbers, however. Far below average 
was White-crowned Sparrow, only 26 recorded statewide. The 10-year high 
was 154 in 1978. It was only an average year for field flocking birds— Snow 
Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, and Horned Larks were not much in evi- 
dence. 

Other than the Red-winged Blackbird roost at IPL Ponds, blackbirds were 
not particularly numerous, although the 237 Rusty Blackbirds was a 10-year 
high. There were somewhat more meadowlarks in the state than usual (616), 
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about twice the 10-year average of 367, but far below the peak of 1,337 in 
1979. A further look at meadowlarks follows later in this summary. 

It was an average to poor year for finches, with no incursions of the less- 
common species; however, 10-year highs were set by Pine Siskin and Ameri- 
can Goldfinch, in the latter case not by a great margin. Pine Siskins have been 
abundant in the last three years; however, the 2,006 found this year were far 
above the 10-year high of 862. House Sparrows were about average, at 
48,821, in case anyone is interested. 

UNCOMMON SPECIES 

These are listed in Table 3. Some interesting birds were discovered, but not 
the rarities of 1986. Only one species was new to the all-time Iowa CBC list — 
tbie hummingbird at Marshalltown. The documentation submitted with the 
count was insufficient to determine the species, but other documentation re- 
ceived for the Field Reports indicated that this bird was, somewhat surpris- 
ingly, a Ruby-throated, Rufous would be as likely or possibly more so at this 
time of year. If accepted by the Records Committee, the Eastern Meadowlark 
documented on the basis of plumage characters at Muscatine could be re- 
garded as the first acceptable record for an Iowa CBC for the species (see dis- 
cussion below). 

Two species were found for only the second time on Iowa CBCs, a 
Thayer's Gull at Des Moines (pending Records Committee review), and a 
Great-tailed Grackle at Ames. No other rare gulls were found. Three species 
were represented by third records for Iowa CBCs, An Eared Grebe was well- 
documented at Rathbun, the only record in the last 10 years on an Iowa CBC. 
Common Loon was reported from two counts, Rathbun and Spirit Lake, but 
neither report critically eliminated the possibility of other loon species. In 
December, Pacific Loon is as likely, particularly in northern Iowa. A North- 
ern Oriole was well-documented at Iowa City, only the third CBC record, all 
coming in the last 10 years. 

As in 1986, a bad miss this year was Northern Mockingbird. This species 
has now been recorded in 7 of the last 10 years, absent the last two and in 
1984. Is the population declining, or is it being missed due to less intense 
coverage in its southcentral Iowa stronghold? Merlin was also not found this 
year, the first time since 1981, even though it had been seen eight of the last 
nine years. Hermit Thrush has been seen seven of the last 10 years but 
missed the last two, despite the mild weather conditions. Bohemian 
Waxwing was also missed after being found six of the last 10 years. Brewer's 
Blackbird was not found for the first time since 1981. 

REJECTIONS AND OTHER PROBLEMS 

It would be nice to abolish this section, but new and interesting topics sur- 
face each year that warrant discussion. Deletions were fewer than last year, 
although three species were lost to the count because no documentation at all 
was provided. These were Prairie Falcon, Gray Catbird, and Varied Thrush. 
The latter was acceptably documented for the Field Reports. One docu- 
mented species. Broad-winged Hawk, was referred to the Records Commit- 
tee because this species should not occur in Iowa in winter and must be be- 
yond doubt to be accepted. Other deletions involved species that were ac- 
ceptably documented at other locations. Reports of Ross' Goose, Yellow- 
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rumpcd Warbler, Vesper Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, and House Finch all 
suffered this fate, while a Northern Oriole was deleted because of a very 
sketchy second-hand documentation and reports of Osprey and House Finch 
were deleted due to unconvincing documentation. Two reports of Common 
Loon were relegated to Loon sp., for reasons discussed earlier. 

The Eastern Meadowlark situation received some welcome attention this 
year on counts compiled by Pete Petersen. Pete contends that this species is 
surely of regular December occurrence along the Mississippi River in south- 
east Iowa, and submitted documentation for several birds on several counts 
in support of his contention. I accepted (pending Records Committee ap- 
proval) only one report, of a bird Pete observed himself at Muscatine. The 
details involved a plumage description in some detail, but, having seen Barb 
Wilson's meadowlark study skins of both species, I have serious doubts that 
field identification can be based on plumage alone, without vocalization to 
confirm. Nevertheless, Pete pointed out several characters that all indicated 
Eastern Meadowlark. Other descriptions received were either second-hand 
or in insufficient detail for acceptance. I happily look forward to the results 
of Pete's offer to document these observations with specimens (road-kills, of 
course!). 

The House Finch phenomenon is getting out of hand, with no fewer than 
nine counts reporting the species, although with much variation in level of 
documentation. I am very sympathetic to Petersen's plea for acceptance 
without detail, and believe it to be justified, at least in the Quad Cities area. 
Obviously this species is here to stay. 

CORRECTIONS 

Petersen points out that in the 1985-86 CBC summary no Ring-billed Gulls 
were recorded, but that indeed 6 were found on the Davenport count. He 
notes that this species has not been missed since 1951 on that count. Petersen 
also notes that the House Finch recorded on the Oakville count for 1985-86 
was in fact in Iowa, while the Sora on the Muscatine count the same year was 
in fact in Illinois. Widrlechner points out that in the 1987 count for Boone Co., 
the summary table showed 31 Common Flickers and 17 Pileated Woodpeck- 
ers, but this should have read 31 Hairy Woodpeckers and 17 Common Flick- 
ers. 

LIST OF PARTCIPANTS 

* - feeder observer onJy 

Alleman: Dean Mosman (compiler), Diane Mosman, Mike Mosman. 

Amana: Carl Bend or f, Randy Graesser, Lanny Haldy (compiler), Tom Kent, Catherine Oehl, 
Angela Ray, Dan Ray, Marcia Schutterle, Mike Shoup, Susan Shoup. 

Ames ; Bairt Ballard, Barb Bettis, George Brown, Gordon Brown, Grif Buck*, Ruby Buck*, Cele 
Burnett, Jason Burris, Barnett Cook, Jim Dinsmore, Steve Dinsmore, Sherry Dragula, Dave Ed- 
wards, Jeanne Edwards, Fritz Franzen, Barb Heikens, Fay Hill, John Hill, Stewart Huntington, 
Erv Klaas*, Marjorie Lebo*, Ray Lebo* Caroline Lewis, Robert Lewis*, Paul Martsching, John 
Mayfield, Mike Meetz, Lotus Miller, Diane Mumm, Bruce Munson, Kay Niyo, A. Paul Ovrum, 
Joyce Ramsey*, John Richard, Jon Schwabach, Judy Shearer, Walter Smith*, Michael Sondall*, 
Deanne Summerfelt*, Robert Summerfelt*, Ann Vinograde*, Bernard Vinograde*, Stephanie 
Waggoner, Sandy Weber, Mark Widrlechner, Hank Zaletel. 

Boorte Co.: Mark Ankeny, Jon Bahrenfus, Joyce Bahrenfus, Barb Bettis, Joe Borich*, Stephen 
Compton, Barney Cook, Gaylan Crim, Lloyd Crim, Sherry Dragula, David Edwards, Jeanne 
Edwards, Bruce Ehresman, Ellen Fairchild, Darrell HaneP, Jane Hanel*, Rex Heer*, Cindy 
Hildebrand, David Jones, Sue Kemmerer, Beverly Klamm*, Thomas Klamm*, Kim McDermott, 
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Michael McGinley, Michael Meetz, Diane Mumm, Bruce Munson, Erik Munson, Betty Lou My- 
ers*, Kay Niyo, Doug Reeves, John Richard, Lillian Ross*, Bill Ryan*, Dona Ryan*, Sharon 
Thompson, Mark Widrlechner (compiler), Hank Zaletel, Edwin Zandcrholm. 

Bremer Co.: Antoinette Camarata, Richard Kraemer, Francis Moore (compiler). Opal Uher. 

Burlington: Michael Baum, Bob Cedi, Elizabeth Christiansen, Tom Francis*, Chuck Fuller 
(compiler), James Fuller, Jane Fuller, Ralph Kaufman*, Harold Linder*, Anna Mae Lowther*, 
Lynn MdKeown, Jerry Rigdon. 

Cedar Falls: Matt Hobson, Frands Moore (compiler). Opal Uher. 

Cedar Rapids: Phyllis Barber*, Lester Beam*, Neil Bernstein, Robert Blahnik*, Karen Bradley, 
Robert Bradley, Judy Brennan, Duane Can, Keith Cards, Pam Crosby*, Susan Crouch*, Harold 
Crutchley*, John Daniel, Frank DcCamp, Elizabeth Druker*, Gordon Emmons*, Dale Fye 
(compiler), Helen Fye, Tracy Fye*, William Galbraith, Edith Glidden*, Karl Goellner, Ruth 
Goellner*, Susan Grant, Kathy Gretter*, Irene Haerther, Scott Hansen*, Dave Heinkel, Art 
Heusinkveld*, Eldon Johnson*, Jean Kinsey*, Paul Koza*, Beryl Layton, Patrida Layton, Weir 
Nelson, Roberta Oppedahl, W. J. Prestidge*, Gene Seehusen*, Nancy Slife, Catherine Smith, 
Thomas Stark*, Don Stoecker*, Helen TroxeT, Steve Van Note, A. Vasquez*, Rose Vasquez*, 
Gayle Wallace, F. Weloon*, Chris White, Peter Wickham, Thomas Wilkinson*, Martha Zipsie*, 
Aldrich Zobac, Gladys Zobac. 

Cherokee: Bertie Beals*, Joe Beals*, Karl Beals, Sandi Beals, Dick Bierman (compiler), Judy 
Bierman*, Ruth Bierman*, Vernon Bierman, Marion Brewer, Joeva Conard*, Larry Farmer, Bill 
Grawburg, Melba Grawburg, Irwin Heusinkveld, Jim Huber, Randy Kirchner, Jeff Kummerfelt, 
Randy Mitchell, Tod Oetken, John Strack, Shirley Wahlstrom. 

Clinton: Ann Barker, Brian Blevins, Lewis Blevins, Tun Brush, Dale Dickinson, Jackie Gard- 
ner, Fred Lesher, Kelly McKay, Don Moeller, Jean Moeller, Ken Olson, Peter Petersen (compiler), 
Walter Zuurdeeg. 

Davenport: Ann Barker, Bill Barker, Mrs, Tom Behr*, Brian Blevins, Corey Blevins, Lewis 
Blevins, Tim Brush, Dorothy Crass*, Robert Dau, Dale Dickinson, Margaret Ebert*, Marilyn El- 
lis*, Elton Fawks*, Dawn Fisher, Larry Fisher, Mary Hawkinson*, Martin Holden*, Betty Hunt, 
Mrs. Fred Hunt*, Gary Inhelder, Ivan Jacques*, Leland Johnson*, David Kailewyn, Bill LaFrenz, 
Mary Jo Mahoney*, Kelly McKay, Don Moeller, Jean Moeller, Dennis Moore*, Nancy Mulford*, 
Doris Nesseler*, Ken Olson, Gerald Packer*, Mary Lou Petersen, Peter Petersen (compiler), 
Harold Ray*, Carol Rogers, Gil Sandvick, Judy Schardien*, Ralph Smith, Leonard Swanson, Mrs. 
Leonard Swanson, Walter Zuurdeeg. 

De Soto N.W.R: Betty Allen, Marjorie Birkmann, John Brennenman, Ron Cisar, K. L. Drews 
(compiler), Stephanie Fryers, George Gage, James Glathar, Alan Grenon, Elizabeth Grenon, 
Karen Heinje, Kris Hoffman, Ray Korpi, Raymond C. Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Eu- 
nice Levisay, Nalani McCutcheon, Pat Miller, Jennifer Nass, Kirk Payne, Donna Peschio, Gary 
Pullen, Chris Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, B, J. Rose, Douglas Rose, Roger Rose, Bob Starr, David 
Starr, Betty Stuhr, Jerry Toll, Eric Volden, Helen Walbridge, A1 Werthman, lone Werthman, 
Gretdhen White. 

Decorah: Florence Albright, Frands Arness, Alan Branhagen, Mark Dietzenbach, Ruth 
Fretheim, Annjean Hartogh, Mary Jo Hartogh, Darwin Koenig (compiler), Germaine Kuhn, 
Marlene Michel, Arnold Rohm, Dolores Rohm, Dave Wehde, John Wilkins. 

Des Moines: Eloise Armstrong, Eugene Armstrong (compiler), Ray Cummins, Steve Dins- 
more, Bery Engebretsen, Janet Eppard, Francis Moore, Hilda Sickles, Jim Sinclair, Dennis 
Thompson. 

Dubuque: Adele Feller, John Feller, Harry Herold, Bill Herrmann, Joan Higley, John Miller 
(compiler), Leta Miller, Sally Ryan, John Stampe, Bob Wiederaenders, Nita Wiederaenders, Bob 
Williams, Jan Williams, 

Eldora: Laura Ghannell*, Winifred Crosley*, Jeni Hanis, Phyllis Harris, Beth Proescholdt, 
Mark Proescholdt, Garni ta Seward, Ramona Sommerlot (compiler), George Sorensen*, Frank 
Williams*. 

Fori Dodge: Ertle Anderson*, Ann Barbour*, Bill Becker*, Gene Blackburn*, Vivian Bocken*, J. 
A. Brechwald*, Sharon Coleman*, Karen DeW Inter*, Helen Egbert*, Joan Harp*, Dee Hay*, Brian 
Isaacson*, Barb Jensen, Howard Jensen, Mina Landes (compiler). Milt Licht*, Barb Long*, Kath- 
leen Martin, Dick Metier*, Charlie Miller*, Drexel Peterson*, Ruth Peterson*, Sheila Robinson*, 
Jan Schamel*, Ray Schamel, Norma Schmoker*, Marty Siefer*, Ruby Woodbury, Richard Zim- 
mer*. 

Iowa City: Carl Bendorf, Brian Blevins, Corey Blevins, Lewis Blevins, John Cordell, Eric Hide, 
Carole Fuller*, Bud Gode, Randy Grasser, Jody Griffith, Lanny Haldy, Gloria Henry*, Rick Hol- 
lis, Kathie Hoxie, Bernie Hoyer, Lois Hughes, Bill Kent, Tom Kent, Jeff Kern, Doug Linder, John 
McClure, Ramona McGurk, Kelly McKay, Mary Noble, Cathy Oehl, Peter G Petersen, Dan Ray, 
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Jim Sandrock, Clara Schoderbek*, Marcia Schutterle, T. R. Shires, Joanne Staton, Mike Staton, 
Tom Staudt (compiler), Dick Tetrault, Carol Thompson, Bob Towner*, John Van Rybroek, 
Gladys Wanek. 

Jamaica: Eloise Armstrong, Eugene Armstrong, Dick Bierman, Ray Cummins (compiler), 
Steve Dinsmore, John Hoogerheide, Betty Jones, Bob Myers, Denny Thompson. 

Keokuk: Bart Ballard, Barbara Breheny*, John Cecil, Robert Cecil (compiler). Dot Comet, Ray 
Cummins, Duff Decker, Orpha Decker, Steve Dinsmore, Marty Fox*, Loraine Grigsby*, Betty 
Herman sf eld*, Ruth Iutzi, Tom Johnson, Dick Kraemer, Mary Montgomery, Francis Moore, 
Maxine Rude*, Susan Schrader*, Zelma Williams. 

Lamoni: Bill Gillaspey, J. Donald Giilaspey (compiler), Jim Gillaspey, Dan Long, Dale Moon, 
Dick Oldakowski. 

Lehigh: Steve Bell*, Judy Carlson, Lisa DeWall, Ross DeWall, Craig Harms, Ron Harms, Emil 
Kolesar, John Kolesar, Tina Koller, Mina Landes (compiler), James McNally, Hazel Mickelson*, 
Tom Tierney, Frank Valashek*, Don Winders*. 

Lost Nation: Corey Blevins, Karen Brix, Larry Dolphin, Jess Fields, Jane Helms, Sharon Kauf- 
man (compiler), Peter Petersen, Jeannette Ruprecht, Jerry Selby, Charlie Wentworth, June 
Wentworth, Walt Wickham. 

Lucas: Wyman Borts, Beth Brown (compiler), Cheryl Davidson, Russ Davidson, Hans Klein, 
Holly Klein, John Klein, Blair Lawson, Elva Neighbor, Jane Overland, Jim Sinclair, Tom Thomas, 
Alan Vint, Shirley Woods, David Youngblut. 

Marshalltown: Linda Brown, George Crowther, Thelma Crowther, Vera Crowther, Jean Eige, 
Norman Eige, Orville Grimes*, Carl Hollingsworth*, Glendora Hollingsworth*, Frances King*, 
John King*, Carl Kurtz, Jim Mairs, Pauline Mairs, Dorothy Maish, Jim Maish, Don Maze*, Carol 
McMillan, Betty Savage, Ed Savage (compiler), Merdell Wheeler*, Grace Wignall, Jim Wignall. 

Mason City: Russell Brunner, Vergil Eness, Thelma Fromm (compiler), Daryl Hansen, Jim 
Hansen, Pat Hansen, Fred Heinz, Beth McBride, Curt Nelson, Genevieve Nelson, Richard Nel- 
son, Marty Pauley, Reva Pedelty, Sue Reid, Jan Walter, Jim Walter. 

Muscatine: Ann Barker, Brian Blevins, Lewis Blevins, Tim Dwyer*, Gary Inhelder, Kelly 
McKay, Joe Morrissey, Ken Olson, Peter Petersen (compiler), Gerald White, Philip Young*. 

North Linn: Phyllis Barber, Bart Braas, Mark Brogie, Norman Byers, Keith Cams, Doris Deen*, 
DaleFye, Helen Fye, Vi Groth, Bill Hall*, Beryl Layton, Pat Layton, Brian Nelson, Weir Nelson 
(compiler), Roberta Oppedahl, Nancy Slife, Gayle Wallace, Peter Wickham. 

Oakville: Ann Barker, Bill Bertrand, Ron Cross, Chet McCarty, Peter Petersen (compiler), Dan 
Sallee, Gil Sandvick, Ed Wiederrecht. 

Omaha: Roger Benedict, Russell Benedict, Shelly Bonsall, Duane Bright, Barb Bruker, David 
Broker, Ric Chamberlin, Kelly Clarke, Stephanie Fryers, Sue Gentes, James Glathar, Ruth Green, 
Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon (compiler), Rick Helprin, Gem Klaphake, Eric Klaphake, R. C. Ko- 
rpi, Ray Korpi, James Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Eric Molho, Ralph Morocco, William Otto, 
Babs Padelford*, Loren Padelford, Donna Peschio, Chris Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Ross Silcock, 
David Starr, Robert Starr, Bob Steinauer, Ron Stirling, Marlene Weber, Barb Wilson, Donna 
Woods, Gary Woods* 

Ottumwa. Quarles Ayers, Darlene Ayers, Dot Cornett, Bill Heusinkveld, Marj Heusinkveld, 
Nelson Hoskins (compiler), Mary Montgomery. 

Princeton: Ann Barker, Brian Blevins, Corey Blevins, Jackie Gardner, Marion Marshall*, Kelly 
McKay, Don Moeller, Peter Petersen (compiler), Gil Sandvick. 

Rathbun: Si Anderson*, Eloise Armstrong, Gene Armstrong, Roger Bacon, Bob Bergstrom Jr., 
Bob Bergstrom Sr, Dot Comett, Enid Coulter, Bill Cummings, Doris Cummings*, Ray Cummins, 
Paul Egeland, Bill Heusinkveld (compiler), Marj Heusinkveld, Grayce Easton Hill*, Jerry Hill, 
Mark Hoffamn, Nelson Hoskins, Becky Johnson, Tom Johnson, Edith Kendall*, Virginia Koest- 
ner*, Kay Malmberg, Jack Mehrhoff*, Mary Montgomery, Rowena Montgomery, Joe Murphy, 
Mary Murphy*, Mary Padavan*, Virginia Padavan, Randy Strough, Julius Todey*. 

Red Rock: Arvin Bandstra, Gladys B. Black, Bill Burrell, Lynn Donahue, Jerry Dowell, Mar 
gone Fee, Mary Felsing*, Paul Felsing*, Bill Gilbert, John Hastings, Kathy Hiatt, Stephen Jerkins, 
Joe Jordan, Karen McGuire*, Dean M os man, Diane M osman, Mike Mosman, Greg Oiler, Cindy 
Samples, Terri Skadeland, Sandra Strong, Rick Trine, Don Trow. 

Sec County: Carlotta Buse, Gem Efta, Rita Efta (compiler), Melvin Forward, Joe Halbur, Linda 
Hirschberg, Mildred Hospelhom, Irene Lammers*, Joe Schweers, Margaret Seeck (compiler), 
Betty Yunek. 

Shenandoah: Tanya Bray, Steve Dinsmore, Charles Gee, Carol Hombudde, Scott LaughlLn, 
Ross Silcock, Marie Spears (compiler), Betty Walters, Barbara Wilson. 

Sioux City: Norma Galvin*, Doug Herman, Chuck Hinrichsen, Bob Holloway, Terry Hol- 
loway, Art Huser, Bill Huser, Kay Huser, Jack Jones, Bob Livermore, Cindy Livermore*, Wayne 
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Livermore, Bob Nickolson, Morris Peterson, Jerry Probst (compiler), Ed Sibley, Donna Sisson, 
Dave Stage, Bill Vust, Doug Wheelock, Randy Williams. 

Spirit Lake: LaVonne Foote*, Doug Harr (compiler), Russ Heine, Andrew Hesler, Julie Hesler, 
Robert Koepp, Sarah Koepp, Dave Kuehl, Bob Livermore, Wayne Livermore, Bob Madsen. 

Swaledale: Melicent Ames, Jeanne Cole, Edward Gaffney, John Gaffney, Lucille Gaffney 
(compiler), Terra Gaffney, Corrine Hitzhusen*, Ernest Hitzhusen*, Edna Peters, Leo Peters, 
Margaret Reimers*. 

Tristate: Tanya Bray, lone Gctscher, Doug Rose, Ross SOeoek (compiler), Barbara Wilson. 

Westfield: Mrs, D. Banks*, Gail Barels, Dick Bierman, Carol Fanner*, Larry K. Farmer 
(compiler), Jim Huber, Bill Huser, Bob Livermore, Todd Oetken, Jerry Probst, Theresia Schiefen. 

Yellow R . F.: Florence Albright, Mark Anderson, Mark Dietzenbach, Donna Flanagan, Ruth 
Frethcim, Pat Heidenreich, Mary Jones, Darwin Koenig (compiler), Pat Koenig, Arnold Rohm, 
Dolores Rohm. 


IN ME MORI AM: EDWIN B. CROCKER 

James J. Dinsmore 

Ed Crocker, a Life Member of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union, died on 27 
December 1987 at age 72. A native of Delaware and a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Delaware, Ed moved to Storm Lake in 1947 where he worked for the 
Soil Conservation Service. For the next 40 years, he was active in a variety of 
conservation efforts. 

Ed was familiar to members of the I.O.U. as he and his wife Virginia fre- 
quently attended LO.U, meetings. His contributions to the Field Reports sec- 
tion helped fill a gap in coverage for his area of the state. For 20 years, Ed 
and Virginia have run a Breeding Bird Survey for the U.$. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, again providing data from an area where birders are scarce. Ed was 
one of the strongest supporters of trying to build an endowment fund for the 
LO.U. He considered education of young people a key to the preservation of 
birds. I got to know Ed through his work on the Constitution Committee, a 
committee we both served on during 1984-85. His considerable experience as 
an officer of other groups was a tremendous help in hammering out the new 
LO.U. constitution that was accepted by the members in 1985. Ed always let 
you know his opinion, but despite my original impression that he was a bit 
gruff, 1 found that he really was a softy at heart and a fine person to work 
with. 

Ed worked with a different group of conservationists than most LO.U. 
members associated with. His job took him onto farms where he worked 
with landowners to encourage better soil conservation practices. He was a 
Follow of the Soil Conservation Society of America, a group dedicated to im- 
proving land-use practices. He was active in the Izaak Walton League at lo- 
cal, state, and national levels and was elected Honorary President of the Iowa 
Division (nationally, the strongest division) in 1985, In 1978, the Iowa Chap- 
ter of The Wildlife Society presented him its Award of Merit in recognition of 
his longtime work for various conservation causes. Ed was not a "sit back 
and let others do it" type of person. He worked hard to ensure that habitat 
was preserved for birds and other wildlife and to educate people about natu- 
ral resources. His work certainly made our state a better place to live, 

4024 Arkansas Drive , Ames , I A 50010 
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FIELD REPORTS-WINTER 1987-1988 

W. RossSilcock 


WEATHER 

This winter was very similar to last, with rather mild 
conditions prevailing during most of the reporting pe- 
riod. The coldest weather, again like last year, was early 
in the period, causing many half-hardy types to leave 
the state. Only the northeast had seen significant snow- 
fall by the end of 1987, but the northern third of the state 
suffered through rather severe storms in the early part of 
1988. Open water was common in southern Iowa rather 
early in February or even in January in some locations, 
allowing waterfowl to move northward, especially into 
southern comers of the state. 

GENERAL TRENDS 

There were no major incursions of northern species, nor were there signifi- 
cant numbers of passerines observed. During the period, 141 species were 
found in Iowa, down from last year's 150. 

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 

The two accidental species that were reported (Thayer's Gull and Lesser 
Black-backed Gull) are being evaluated by the Records Committee. The two 
casual species that were documented were Black-legged Kittiwake and 
House Finch. The latter appears welt on its way to becoming a regular nui- 
sance! 

The list of rare regular species was a little meatier, with several lingering 
species, early arrivals and just rare winter birds. Most unusual, in fact, ex- 
traordinary was the Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Marshalltown. The 
other species in these groups were Oldsquaw, White- winged Scoter, Turkey 
Vulture, Prairie Falcon, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Woodcock, Franklin's 
Gull, Varied Thrush, Bohemian Waxwing, Dickcissel, Chipping Sparrow, 
Northern Oriole, and Great-tailed Grackle. Ones that got away include a 
Black-billed Magpie reported without details and all three species of swan, 
none of which were effectively documented to species. Finally, one that 
probably should get away was Chukar. 

SPECIES DATA 

* = documented. Record dates are from Kent ( IBL 58:7-14). CBC data is not 
included, except where useful in analysis of rarer species or for complete- 
ness. 

Common Loon: Late loons wore reported as Commons, but no indication was made in any 
case that they were not Pacifies. Singles were at Saylorville Res. on 18 Dec (SD), and Rath- 
bun Res on 19 Dec (CBC), while 5 were as far north as Spirit L. on 19 Dec (DCH). 

Pled-bilJed Grebe: One wintered on Cedar L. in Cedar Rapids (PW). 

Horned Grebe: Late individuals were at L. Macbride on 4 Dec (J F) and Saylorville Res. on 6 
Dec (SD). 

Eared Grebe: The only report was the CBC bird at Rathbun Res. on 17-19 Dec (*RLC), the 3rd 
latest record. 
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Western Grebe: The 3rd latest for this species was at Saylorville Res. on 1 Dec fSD) 

American White Pelican: The last date was 11 Dec at Saylorville Res, (SD) Kent ( IBL 58:7) 
shows no December records, but there are two CBC records: the first, arguably not an Iowa 
record, was a bird that remained near the Cordova Nuclear Plant on the Mississippi R. from 
21 Dec 1975 into Feb 1976 (IBL 46:12), and the other was at Bays Branch on 23 Dec 1981 
(IBL 52:6,12), 

Double-crested Cormorant: 1 imm. lingered "inland' at Saylorville Res. until 18 Dec (SD), 
while the last "coastal' birds were in the Le C la i re - Bettendorf area on 1 Jan (POP, FLM, 
THK). This species is rare in winter. 

Great Blue Heron: 1 on 16 Jan near Boone (SD) was the only January record this year. 

Swan $p.; One reported as a Tundra without details was at Saylorville Res. on 25 Dec. Another 
swan was at Le Claire on 15 Jan, identified as a Mute because of "orange on its bill", hardly 
conclusive. Finally, in this difficult group, there were two reports of Trumpeters. Four were on 
the Des Moines R. (exact location?) from early Jan through the period, but no identification 
details were provided. Two birds with orange patagial tags were on the Nishnabotna R. near 
Malvern, but no details accompanied this report either. Mute Swan is the expected species in 
winter, but Trumpeters are appearing each year from the captive flock near Minneapolis. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: This species rarely winters in Iowa, so 37 in Fremont Co. on 30 
Jan (SD. BB) were of interest. Early migrants were 10 at Burlington on 17-24 Feb (CF, JF). 
which were also interesting because of their eastern location. 

Canada Goose: Birds of the maxima race, presumably derived from the numerous recently -es- 
tablished breeding flocks, are becoming rather common in winter. The largest wintering flock 
was 200-300 at Cedar L , many of which were "from the north per leg bands' (PW), although 
the 1,000 at Bays Branch on 20 Feb "probably wintered" (SD). Large migrating flocks in- 
cluded 1,900 flying south along the Des Moines R. on 31 Dec (SD r JJD) and 2,700 moving 
north on 28 Feb at Saylorville Res. (BE). 

Wood Duck: 4 at Riverton on 30 Jan (SD, BB) and 1-3 at Cedar L. (PW) were presumably win- 
tering. Two pairs departed from Brown’s L., Woodbury Co., as late as 1 Jan (BH). 

Green-winged Teal: Several wintered in Fremont Co., with 78 counted on 30 Jan (SD. BB). 
Most departed by 3 Jan (1 at Saylorville Res.. SD) and returned beginning on 18 Feb (3 at 
Rathbun Res., RLC). 

American Black Duck: Several wintering birds were reported, most notably 3 at Bays Branch 
(SD), 2 on 1 5 Jan at Saylorville Res. (SD), and 2 at Cedar L. (PW). 

Mallard: As expected, peak wintering numbers were in Fremont Co., where 23,000 were found 
on 30 Jan (SD, BB). 

Northern Pintail: Of scattered wintering birds reported, 2 in Story Co. (SD) were the farthest 
north and 44 in Fremont Co. on 30 Jan (SD, BB) were the largest number. 

Northern Shoveter: 2 at Forney L. on 30 Jan (SD, BB) were rare for winter. The last on the Mis- 
sissippi R, were at Montrose on 12 Dec (RCe), and first arrivals were 2 at Willow SI. on 26 
Feb (BLW). 

Gad wall: 2 wintered at Bays Branch (SD), and up to 18 were in Fremont Co. on 30 Jan (SD, 
BB). 

American Wlgeon: Rare wintering birds included 1 at Big Creek S.P. (SD, B8), 3-4 at Bays 
Branch (SD), and up to 18 in Fremont Co. on 30 Jan (SD, BB). Also possibly wintering was 1 
at Red Rock Res. on 6 Feb (SD, BB). 

Canvasback: Peak number was an amazing 25,000 on the Mississippi R. at Montrose on 29 
Dec; they disappeared in January, but "only" 800 returned on 31 Jan (RCe). Other January 
reports were 80 still at Lock and Dam 14 on 1 Jan (THK, FLM) and 4 on 3 Jan in Pottawat- 
tamie Co. (BPa, LPa), 

Redhead: The only wintering bird reported was a female at Cedar L. (PW). The last fall bird was 
a male on 26 Dec at Snyders Bend, Woodbury Co. (BH). and the first arrival was 1 on 20 
Feb at Bays Branch (SD). 

Ring-necked Duck: Late winter movement was noted with 60 on 31 Jan at Montrose with the 
large flock of Canvasbacks (RCe) and 1 at Riverton on 30 Jan (SD, BB). The last fall report 
was 1 at Iowa City from 15 Dec to 7 Jan (JF), and first spring bird was at L. Manawa on 25 
Feb (BPa). 

Greater Scaup: This species is hardy in winter, with 4 near Saylorville Dam on 3 Jan (SD, BE), 
and at least 15 at Montrose on 31 Jan with the Canvasbacks (RCe). The first spring birds 
were in the Saylorville area on 26 Feb (BE) and 27 Feb (SD). 

Lesser Scaup: 300 were with the Canvasbacks at Montrose on 31 Jan (RCe), a very large 
number for winter. More unusual were 2 at Forney L. on 30 Jan (SD, BB) and 2 at Red Rock 
Res. on 6 Feb (SD, BB). 
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Oldsquaw: The usual few reports were received: 2 at Pleasant Creek S.P. on 5 Dec (JF), 2 fe- 
males at Saylorville Res. on 15 Dec (SD), an adult male in winter plumage north of Burlington 
on 19 Dec (JF), and 1 on the Keokuk CBC on 2 Jan. 

White-winged Scoter: The only scoters found were White-wingeds, with two reports; 2 at Dav- 
enport for the CBC on 20 Dec and 1 at Bettendorf on 22 Dec (PCP). 

Common Goldeneye: Wintering birds were found in the southern part of the state as expected, 
although 82 were as far north as Cedar L. on 30 Jan (PW). The highest count was the 200 at 
Montrose on 21 Jan (RGe). 

Bufflehead: None were reported in midwinter, The last was at Rathbun Res, on 1 Jan (RLC), 
and first were at Bays Branch (SD) and Forney L. (RR, DoR) on 27 Feb. 

Hooded Merganser: Possibly wintering were singles on 16 Jan at Bettendorf (PCP) and 30 Jan 
at Forney L, the latter a female (SD) Peak count was 27 at Saylorville Res. on 2 Dec (SD). 

Common Merganser: As expected, several wintered in southern Iowa, including high January 
counts of 4,000 at Rathbun Res. on 1 Jan (RLC) and 494 at Forney L, on 30 Jan (SD, BB). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Except for Blue-winged Teal, this is the least likely of the regular 
duck species to be found in winter. None were found on CBCs, and none had returned by the 
end of the period. The last fall birds were 2 females on 23 Dec at Saylorville Res, (SD). 
Records of this species in late Dec, Jan, and early Feb should be documented. 

Ruddy Duck: 2 were at Bettendorf on 31 Dec (PCP). This species is also rare in winter -Kent 
[fBL 58:9) shows no winter records. 

Turkey Vulture: 1 was well-described at Rathbun Res. on 31 Jan (*DMC). This species is not 
expected in January, but on occasion may appear late in February as 1 did on 26 Feb at 
Ledges S.P. (SD), 

Bald Eagle: Large numbers wintered, with record numbers found on CBCs and individuals re- 
ported statewide. The peak count along the Mississippi R. was 250 between Bettendorf and 
Clinton on 9 Jan (PCP). Up to 42 were at Forney L. in late Jan and early Feb (Robert Geiger 
fide WRS). 

Northern Harrier: Numbers were up, most notably in January, when Harriers are usually scarce. 

Northern Goshawk: 10 were found during the winter period, including four on CBCs. Both im- 
matures and adults were found, but some were not acceptably detailed. Perhaps the most 
unusual was one “jumping on brush piles while Armstrongs were eating Christmas dinner." 
The first was on 6 Dec at Burlington (*RCe), and the last was on 13 Feb at Big Creek S.P. 
(*MPr). 

Broad-winged Hawk: See CBC, 

Red-shouldered Hawk: All reports were from the expected range along eastern Iowa river sys- 
tems. Numbers appear to be increasing slowly from the lows of the late 1970s. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Noted as abundant this winter by several observers, confirming near-record 
CBC totals. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Numbers were higher than usual. 

Golden Eagle: See CBC for 1 at Decorah; 1 imm. in Palo Alto Co. on 2-3 Feb (*CAK) was well- 
described, 

American Kestrel: This species was plentiful throughout the period, as indicated by many ob- 
servers. 

Merlin: 4 were reported, 3 with details. A female or immature was in Boone Co. on 30 Dec (*SD) 
and a male was north of Burlington on 19-20 Feb fJF.CF); 1 reported in downtown Des 
Moines on 1 7-26 Feb (*PM) may have been a Peregrine, as it was described as being almost 
as large as a pigeon, gray-backed, and in unusual habitat for a Merlin. 

Peregrine Falcon: No reports, but see above, 

Prairie Falcon: Two reports: 1 was in Palo Alto Co during the last week of January and first 
week of February, where it obligingly roosted in a barn and was seen by several observers 
(*JG f *RiD, *CAK, *THK); and 1 at Red Rock Res, on 6 Feb (*SD) was unusually far south- 
east 

Gray Partridge: This species continues its spread southward, with reports as far southeast as 
Des Moines Co,, where 5 were seen 13 Feb (CF). It is now well-established in rural areas 
around Cedar Rapids, where 10 were seen near Alburnett on 30 Dec (PW). 

Chukar: 1 was near Bettendorf from Oct through the period (Joanne Mercer fide PCP). Occa- 
sional reports of this species from Scott Co. are probably of feral birds, as there is no estab- 
lished population of this species in Iowa. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: The targe numbers seen in NW Iowa may be a benefit of the farm set- 
aside program (THK, RVH, JC). 
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Ruffed Grouse: Numbers appear near a cyclic low See CBC. An optimistic report was of an 
establishing population in S Palo Alto Co,, where a brood was raised in 1987 and birds have 
been present 3 years (RVH). Where are the trees, Ron?. 

Wild Turkey: The success story continues, as numbers expand rapidly statewide. Increased 
numbers were noted along the Wapsipinicon and Cedar Rivers (PW). 

Northern Bobwhite: No reports; see CBC. 

American Coot: 1 in Polk Co. on 16 Jan <DT) and 2 in Iowa City on 1 Jan (THK, FLM) were 
possibly attempting to overwinter, 

Kitldeer: Rare in midwinter, and probably wintering, were 1 at Ames near the Iowa State Univer- 
sity generating plant on 10 Jan (CF) and 1 at Cone Marsh 24 Jan (THK). Late fall birds were 
3 at Springbrook S.P. on 3 Jan (EIA, EuA), and the first for spring were those at Keokuk on 22 
Feb (RCe). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at Big Creek S.P. through 1 Dec (*SD) was a record late bird by 2 days. 

Common Snipe: Several wintered at widely separated locations, Farthest north were 1 at Stater 
(SD. BB, JJD) and 2 at Newton on 18 Jan (GJB). 

American Woodcock: 1 flushed near Bronson, Woodbury Co., on 20 Dec (*DAW) is a record 
late date. 

Franklln’s Gull: Two immatures at Saylorville Res, on 2 Dec (*SD) tied the 3rd latest date. This 
species and the next rarely linger late in Iowa. 

Bonaparte's Gull: A new record late date by 5 days was set by an adult at Keokuk on 31 Dec 
(*RCe). Other late birds were at Saylorville Res., where 123 were present on 9 Dec and 28 
remained until 15 Dec (SD), 

Ring-billed Gull: Wintering birds were rather scarce, with few early January records and none 
for mid-month. Notable were 20 at Saylorville Res. on 1 Jan (BE), 1 at Forney L on 30 Jan 
(SD, BB), and 3 at Cedar L. on 30 Jan (PW). The peak fall count was the 13,000 at Say- 
lorville Res. on 11 Dec (SD). Large returning flocks included 1,000 on 27 Feb at Keokuk 
(RCe) and 238 the same day at Red Rock Res. (SD). 

herring Gull: As with Ring-billeds, none were reported in mid-January, but 80 appeared at 
Keokuk on 30 Jan (RCe). and 1 was at Forney L. on 30 Jan (SD, BB) The peak fall count 
was 2,700 at Saylorville Res. on 23-24 Dec (SD), and the first notable spring influx was 1 ,000 
at Keokuk 27 Feb (RCe). 

Thayer’s Gull: At least 3 appeared during the period, all in late fall Two first-winter birds were at 
Saylorville Res. 2-30 Dec (‘SD, mob), including the Des Moines CBC. Single first-winter birds 
were documented on three dates along the Mississippi R. in Scott Co : 1 Jan (*THK), 5 Feb 
fSD, *BPr, *ASF), and 9 Feb (‘BPr, *SD). 

Glaucous Gull: The expected few sightings were made along the Mississippi R. and on the 
large reservoirs during late fall Earliest was a second-year bird at Saylorville Res. on 2 Dec 
(SD), and the last were 1-2 ‘immatures' at Keokuk on 2 Jan (RCe). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The Records committee is examining a report. 

Black-legged Killiwake: Two first-winter birds at Saylorville Res on 1-15 Dec (*SD, *BPr, *BE) 
were the only reports. The last date is the 3rd latest. 

Common Barn-Owl: 1 was seen on 8 Dec near Sergeant Bluff not far from the Eleanor Kuzele 
farm, the site of a captive release program (DET). 

Snowy Owl: 8 were reported, a normal year for this species. Dates ranged from 12 Dec at 
Burlington (CF) to 10 Feb near Percival, Fremont Co. (Robert Geiger, fide WRS). 

Barred Owl: Two pairs out of 6 birds seen at dusk on 27 Feb at Red Rock Res. were copulating 
(DJC). 

Long-eared Owl: 31 were reported, with high count of 7 at Big Creek S.P. (SD) and Bacon 
Creek Park, Woodbury Co. (ARH). 

Short-eared Owl: 12 were reported, fewer than usual and surprising for such an open winter. 

Northern Saw-Whet Owl: 25 were reported, better than usual, as observers are learning how to 
find them. The high count was 1 1 at several locations in Boone Co. through the period (SD), 
The First was at Grammar Grove on 5 Dec (MPr, BPr). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A surprising record was of 1 at a Marshalltown feeder fBPr) 
This bird appeared on 21 Dec. was caught in a mist net at the end of Dec. transferred to a 
greenhouse for protection from the weather, but died when it flew into the glass at the end of 
Jan (BPr). The previous late date was 27 Nov. Is the specimen still available? 

Pileated Woodpecker: 1 seen and heard in NE Pocahontas Co, (RVH) was way out of range 
and 1 at Otter Creek M. (NAK) was marginally out of range, 

Horned Lark: While not a good year for reports of this species, a sizeable number of 1 ,000 were 
in Palo Alto and nearby counties on 7 Feb (THK). 

Black-billed Magpie: An undocumented report was received. 
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Carolina Wren: This species is doing well. At least 14 were reported, with a further 23 counted 
on CBCs. Only about 3 seem to be duplicate records, indicating a total of about 34 individuals 
for the period. 

Eastern Bluebird: 10 at Snyder's Bend on 26 Dec (BH) were unusually far north for this scarce 
winter species. All January reports were from southern Iowa. 

Varied Thrush: A male at an Urbandale feeder from 14 Dec through at least 13 Feb (*$D, *BPr) 
was seen by many. At least one has settled in to an Iowa feeder each of the last few years. 

American Robin: Few remained in lowa-the high count (excluding CBCs) was only 15 at Clin- 
ton on 16 Feb (JG), It appears the wild fruit crop was poor for the second year in a row. 

Northern Mockingbird: The only report was 1 at Pleasant Valley on 13 Jan (Amy Greenwood 
fide PCP) None were found on CBCs, and few have been reported the last two winters. 

Brown Thrasher: Singles wintered as far north as Ames and Nevada (SD). A few winter each 
year, usually in southern Iowa. 

Cedar Waxwing: It was only an average year, with high count of 75 at Rathbun Res. on 6 Dec 
(RLC). 

Bohemian waxwing: 1 was at Big Creek S.P. on 20 Feb (*DT). 

Northern Shrike: At least 4 were at Big Creek S.P. through the period (SD). The only docu- 
mented reports from southern Iowa were CBC birds. One raided the Armstrongs’ feeders in 
Booneville. 

Loggerhead Shrike: 1 at SaylorvilJe Res. on 24 Jan (*BE) was the most northerly documented 
report. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: A female-plumaged bird was at an Indianola feeder from 23 Jan 
through 20 Feb <JSi). January records are unusual. 

Dickclssel: 1 appeared at a Glenwood feeder and stayed until 3 Jan (DoR). It reappeared on 2 
Feb. This is only the 2nd winter record for Iowa. The latest fall date is 26 November. 



Dickcissel, Gteruvood, 1 Jan 1988. Photo by B. J. Rose 


Rufous-sided Towhee: Of 6 reported, only one was identified by race-a spotted towhee at 
Willow SI. on 27 Feb (DoR, RR). This is the expected wintering race. 

Chipping Sparrow: Apparently the first documented winter record for Iowa was 1 caught and 
measured on 9 Feb in Linn Co. An excellent description was provided (*RB). There are no 
previous records between 29 Dec and 2 Apr. 

Savannah Sparrow: Unfortunately, what might have been the first February record for Iowa 
went undocumented. 

Fox Sparrow: One wintered at a Des Moines feeder (DT, mob), an unusual occurrence. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: See CBC 

Swamp Sparrow: More were found than usual due to the open water in many locations; 1 at 
Saylorville Res. 24 Jan (BE) was the farthest north. 

Harris’ Sparrow: The only reports were from eastern and central iowa, where this species has 
been found regularly the past few winters. Up to 9 were at Coralville Res. during the period 
(J'F), and 4 wintered at Booneville (E1A, EuA). Barb Wilson noted that while this species win- 
tered on her farm in Mills Co. from 1977 to 1 986, none were there the last two winters. 

Lapland Longspun This was a poor longspur year. The high count was 500 in Linn Co. on 13 
Feb (Keith Carns fide PW). 

Snow Bunting: The high was a respectable 1 ,200 in Wright Co. on 13 Jan (SD. BB), but it was 
only an average year overall. None were found before 1 Jan when 100 were in Marshall Co. 
(MJH), or after 7 Feb when 250 were in Palo Alto and nearby counties (THK). 

Red-winged Blackbird: A large concentration for midwinter was 10,000 in Fremont Co. on 30 
Jan (SD. BB). More usual were 8,000 returning migrants at Keokuk on 26 Feb (RCe). The 
largest roost was at IPL Ponds, where at least 150,000 were found on 26 Dec (LPa, WRS). 
Unusually far north were 2 at a Larchwood feeder on 27 Jan (DCH). 
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Eastern Meadowlark: See CBC discussion. There was only one report apart from CBCs, but no 
details were provided, leaving the record conjectural, Acceptance of this species as a winter 
visitor in Iowa requires, in my opinion, rigorous proof. Assumptions are dangerous. Until 
proven otherwise, I believe that we should assume that Easterns leave Iowa during January 
and early February. Records based on song and call notes or specimens from road-kills are 
eagerly sought as evidence for occurrence of Easterns in winter. Barb Wilson has demon- 
strated clearly that identification by plumage characters in winter is inconclusive at best. 
Western Meadowlark: The earliest singing spring birds were heard on 18 Feb near Cedar 
Rapids (PW). I suspect that a few days after this time Easterns return to Iowa. Observers 
should report the first songs or calls for each species in order to document their presence in 
early spring. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: A late male was at Brown’s L. on 2 Jan (JP). See also CBC. 

Rusty Blackbird: A male at Brown's L. on 2 Jan and 20 in Palo Alto Co. on 30 Jan (THK, FLM) 
are a bit unusual for mid-winter, especially in northern Iowa, 

Brewer’s Blackbird: None were reported this winter, the first time in several years. 

Great-tailed Crackle: The Ames CBC bird found on 19 Dec is the latest record. Another report 
was undocumented. 

Common Crackle: Unusual reports were of 1 with a white head at Iowa City on 21 Dec (JF), 
and a normal ( ?) individual at a Glenwood feeder on 2-6 Jan, when it froze to death (DoR). 
Brown-headed Cowblrd: Mid-January reports are rare, especially of flocks Thus the 110 in 
Iowa City on 10 Jan <TJS) was noteworthy. 

Northern Oriole; 1 successfully wintered, feeding on jelly at an towa City feeder (*TJS), and an- 
other was documented at Davenport on 13 Dec (*PCP). Both were males of the expected 
■Baltimore" race. The Iowa City bird was a first-year bird and the Davenport bird was an adult. 
In recent years the provision of fruit at feeders has allowed occasional birds to linger into 
winter and occasionally survive the period. 

House Finch: The range and population explosion continues apace Apart from the 33 reported 
on CBCs at 7 locations statewide, noteworthy additional reports included the 15 in Cedar 
Rapids {PW) and an adult female at a Council Bluffs feeder, one of very few western Iowa 
records (*DaS). Petersen reports that about 12 of his bird-feeding customers in the Quad 
Cities area have House Finches at their feeders, indicating that this is the population center 
for Iowa. 

Red Crossbill: This was an off-year for crossbills, at least in Iowa, but several were reported All 
reports were during a very short period at the end of February: 24 at Aspen Grove Cemetery 
in Burlington on 18-25 Feb (RCe, JF, OF). 5 at Glendale Cemetery in Des Moines on 27 Feb 
(DT, EIA. EuA), 2 in Hardin Co. on 27 Feb (MPr), and a female on 26 Feb at Clinton (JG), 
White-winged Crossbill: A female at a Pella feeder seen by many from 28 Jan through 27 Feb 
was the only report besides the 3 found on CBCs. 

Common Redpoll: Numbers were low, only 7 birds at 2 CBC locations and 30 others were re- 
ported. The first were 6 at Big Creek S.P. on 1 3 Jan {SO), 

American Goldfinch: Unusual was the albino photographed near Glenwood (DoR). 

Evening Grosbeak: Very few occurred in Iowa this winter, with none on CBCs and only two 
other reports of 21 birds: 20 in Boone Co. on 10 Feb (Betty Bennett fide SL) and 1 at a 
Pleasantville feeder 25 Jan (EIA, EuA). 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Eloise Armstrong (Booneville); Eugene Armstrong (Booneville); Bart Ballard (Ames); Robert 
Bradley (Cedar Rapids); Gordon J. Brand (Newton); Judith Carlson (Laurens); Robert Cedi 
(Keokuk); David J. Conrads (Cedar Falls); Dorothy M. Cornett (Centerville); Raymond L, Cum- 
mins (Centerville); Rita DeWall (Pocahontas); James J. Dinsmore (Ames); Steve Dinsmore 
(Ames); Bery Engebretsen (Johnston); AndrewS. Fix (Ames); Charles Fuller (Burlington); James 
Fuller (Iowa City); Jacqueline Gardner (Clinton}; Ronald V, Harms (Laurens); Douglas C. Harr 
(Larch wood); Mary Jo Hartogh (Elma); Art R. Huser (Sioux City); Bill Huser (South Sioux City, 
NE); Thomas H. Kent (Iowa City); Calvin A. Knight (Iowa City); Sharon Laub (Rippey); Paul 
Martsching (Ames); Frauds L. Moore (Waterloo); Babs Padelford (Bellevue, NE); Loren 
Padelford (Bellevue NE); Peter C. Petersen Davenport); Jerry Probst (Sioux Gty); Beth 
Proescholdt (Liscomb); Mark Proescholdt (Liscomb); Douglas Rose (Glenwood); Roger Rose 
(Glenwood); W. Ross Sikock (Tabor); Jim Sindair (lndianola); David Starr (Council Bluffs); 
Thomas J. Staudt (Iowa City); Dennis Thompson (Des Moines); Douglas A. Wheelock (Sioux 
City); Pete Wickham (Cedar Rapids); and Barbara L. Wilson (Hastings). 
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ANCIENT MURRELET AT CRYSTAL LAKE 

James L. Hansen 

I first saw the bird at about 10:30 a.m. on 28 October 1987 at Crystal Lake, 
Hancock County, as 1 motored in a small boat from one part of the lake to 
another. I caught only a glimpse of it and noted only a black and white head 
as it dived within 30 feet of the front of the boat. I backed off and circled 
slowly for a couple of minutes, but was unable to sight it again. About 1:00 
p.m., 1 saw the bird again as I slowly motored toward a mixed flock of Surf 
and White-winged scoters. It dived one time when I apparently approached 
too close. It called one time, a fairly loud "kirreeep*'. I watched the bird for 30 
minutes and saw it from front, back, and both sides. It never flew and was 
still there when 1 left. 

The bird was about the size of a Pied-billed Grebe, but chunkier, with a 
shorter neck. The head, back of the neck, and throat were black. The white of 
the breast extended up the sides of the head. The pale-pink, chicken-like bill 
was especially apparent when the bird looked directly at me. The back was 
gray, with a few darker, curved lines on each side of the back. The black on 
the throat extended down farther than shown in A Guide to Identification Birds 
of North America (Robbins et al), but was similar to that shown in Field Guide 
to Birds of North America (National Geographic Society). 

No one else saw the bird, although Curt Nelson and I looked for it the next 
day. Pete Petersen and Steve Dinsmore also made an extensive search for the 
bird. 

203 S. 17th St., Clear Lake , IA 50428 

Editor's Note: This record, which was accepted by the Records Committee, is 
a first for Iowa. Ancient Murrelet breeds along the northern edge of the Pa- 
cific Ocean and winters south along the coast to California and Japan. Unlike 
other alcids. Ancient Murrelet is an expected inland vagrant with records 
from Alberta (3), Montana (5), Idaho, Utah, Nevada (3), Manitoba, Wyoming, 
Colorado (2), New Mexico, Nebraska, Minnesota (6), Wisconsin (5), Illinois 
(2), Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Louisiana. Of 23 dates that I found, 11 were 
from November, 4 from October, 3 from March, 2 from December, and 1 
each from February, May, and July. Many of the records are of birds found 
dead or exhausted, sometimes in strange locations such as along highways or 
in residential areas. THK. 
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DOUBLE BROODING BY WORM-EATING WARBLER 
IN LEE COUNTY 

Robert Cecil 



Worm-eating Warbler is a rare summer resident in Iowa, and, until recently, 
a species whose only nesting records were from before the turn of the cen- 
tury. Recently, nesting evidence has been detected annually at the Croton 
Unit of Shimek State Forest, about 3 miles west of the unincorporated com- 
munity of Argyle in westcentral Lee County. 

I kept records of nesting and brooding activities observed from 1984 
through 1987. Records of singing males are not included in this report- 
singing males may be found throughout the summer. My observations indi- 
cate annual breeding and suggest double brooding. 

Twelve observations indicating breeding were made during the four 
years. All but two involve sightings that constitute confirmation of breeding, 
according to criteria set for the Iowa Breeding Bird Atlas project. The others 
are of a presumed family group (21 July 1986), and a bird with a short tail (21 
July 1984). On six occasions between 7 June and 29 June, adult Worm-eating 
Warblers were observed feeding recently fledged, dependent young. Of 
these, three involved young Brown-headed Cowbirds, and three involved 
young Worm-eating Warblers. A seventh sighting involved an adult carrying 
nesting material to the ground on 20 June 1985. 

While no nesting activities were observed between 29 June and 12 July, on 
three occasions between 12 July and 19 July adult Worm-eating Warblers 
were again observed feeding young. Two of these feedings involved young 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, and one a young Worm-eating Warbler. 

The approximate nesting cycle from beginning of incubation to the de- 
parture of independent young is about 25 days for most warblers (Bent 1953, 
Harrison 1978). Given the number of days between sightings of adults feed- 
ing young (42 days in 1987, 36 days in 1985), there is a strong suggestion of 
double brooding by this species. Unfortunately, birds were not marked or 
individually identifiable, so confirmation was not possible. Elsewhere, dou- 
ble brooding by at least one warbler, Prairie Warbler, has been confirmed 
(Nolan 1978), and it may occur with others of this group. 

One disturbing aspect of these observations was the frequency of brood 
parasitism by the Brown-headed Cowbird, which is abundant in the study 
area. It has also parasitized several other rare area nesters, including Car- 
olina Wren, Cerulean Warbler, and Blue Grosbeak. 
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REVIEW 

A FIELD LIST OF BIRDS OF THE QUAD-CITY REGION. Third Edition. 

Peter C. Petersen. Davenport: Quad-City Audubon Society. 1987. 27 pp. Pa- 
perbound $1.25. 

Reviewed by James J. Dinsmore 

This third edition of a small booklet first published in 1961, is similar to ear- 
lier versions. The contents include a short introduction, brief descriptions of 
31 birding areas including 15 in Iowa and 3 on the Iowa-Illinois border, and a 
short section on birding equipment and field guides. A highway map of the 
region is conveniently placed in the center of the booklet. The 31 birding ar- 
eas are marked on the map, but they are hard to pick out. Occurrence and 
abundance information are given for 328 species that have been reported for 
the Quad City area. A letter code indicates the typical habitat for each 
species, and a horizontal bar gives the dates that it is expected to occur in the 
area. For each species, the width of the bar indicates relative abundance and 
parentheses demarcate the breeding season. The strength of this system is its 
ease of use, but much detail is lost. Still, the booklet seems to accomplish its 
purpose of providing birders a quick guide to what species they can expect 
to see and when. It is hard to imagine a serious birder in the Quad Cities 
who would not want to have a copy. 

4024 Arkansas Drive , Ames, I A 50010 
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I.O.U. BUSINESS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Williamsburg, 7 November 1987, 10:00 a m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Ann M. Barker 


Members Present: Jim Dinsmore (presiding), Eugene Armstrong, Ann Barker, Carl Bendorf, Beth 

Brown, Bob Cedi, Frands Moore, Jim Sinclair, Carol Thompson. Others Present: Boise Arm- 
strong. 

Minutes: The minutes of 30 May 1987 were approved as published in Iowa Bird Life. 

Treasurer's Report: Frands Moore reported that current assets axe SI 3,653.96, with checking ac- 
count balance of about 52,100.00. For the year 1987, revenues will exceed expenses. 

Committee Reports 

Publications: Dinsmore stated that the committee will meet on 14 November at the fall 
meeting and a report will be made to the Board on 15 November. The Board discussed format 
changes in Iowa Bird Life and content of both publications. 

Library /Historical: Dinsmore stated that the committee has not met and is planning t<~> meet 
later this year. 

Membership: Moore reported that the committee has not met since the spring meeting. A 
date will be set next week for a future meeting. The new membership brochure has been dis- 
tributed to members and so far has brought in about twenty new members. This should be an ef- 
fective membership tool. Dinsmore commented that he would like to see the committee: (a) set 
up a location with membership information at the fall meeting, and (b) meet sometime before 
the spring meeting to establish a short and long term plan for encouraging membership. 

Records: Tom Kent reported via Dinsmore that records have been recently published in Iowa 
Bird Life. A meeting is planned for next week. The possibility of getting more involved in edu- 
cation will be discussed at next week's meeting. 

Nominating: Dinsmore appointed Ray Cummins, Carl Bendorf, and Jim Fuller to the com- 
mittee. It was moved (Armstrong, seconded by Moore) to approve the appointments. Passed. 

Big Day: The committee composed of Ray Cummins, Tom Kent, and Eugene Armstrong will 
probably be reappointed by Dinsmore. 

Education: Rick Hollis reported via Dinsmore that he did not wish to continue to chair the 
committee, but is willing to serve on it. Dinsmore will appoint Linda Zalatel as chair. 

Breeding Bird Atlas: The committee composed of Carol Thompson, John Reckenstein, and 
Barb Wilson will meet at the fall meeting next week. Dinsmore will reappoint the same mem- 
bers. Thompson reported that approximately 100 census blocks have been completed. This is 
about one-ninth of the total number. Approximately one-third of the blocks have some data. A 
recent survey sent to county coordinators elicited a good response; only about half felt that they 
could complete the project in the allotted time. Additional personnel and considerable financial 
support are badly needed. Department of Natural Resources employees have been asked to do 
much of the census work, but many areas are still not adequately covered. Publication costs are 
estimated at 510,000 to 570,000. The committee would like I.O.U, to do some large scale fund 
raising. It was the consensus of the Board that we should proceed with approaching outside 
groups for funding publication of the report. 

Old Business 

Dinsmore circulated a copy of a revised logo for the I.O.U. showing a slightly larger 
goldfinch on an outline of the state and with a new thistle. After discussion, it was moved 
(Barker, seconded by Armstrong) that we recommend approval of the revised logo. Passed, 

New Business 

Next week's fall meeting is set for the 4-H camp near Luther. The spring 1988 meeting will be 
in Mason City. Curt Nelson reported via Dinsmore that plans are proceeding well. All major ar- 
rangements, including the facilities, have been made. The fall 1988 meeting location was dis- 
cussed. Dinsmore has received one inquiry and will follow up on it. Several possible locations 
for future meetings were mentioned. Thompson requested ideas for programs from the Board. 
Bendorf reported that the spring 1990 meeting, a joint meeting with the Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology and the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union, will be scheduled for some time in May. 
He has sent several suggestions to the planning committee. The committee has not met, but 
planning is well under way. 
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A recent change in the BirdJine involved moving it from Am an a to Keokuk with Bob Cecil 
now in charge. Cedi reported that the phone is set up at his house. The I.O.U. purchased the 
machine that it had been renting. The new arrangement has been working very well so far, but 
funds are short. Costs are now in the neighborhood of $16.00 to $18.00 per month. A notice for 
donations will be published in the next newsletter. 

Dinsmore proposed a revision of the heading on I.O.U. stationery that involves leaving off 
the names of the officers. The heading will include only the logo and Birdline number. The 
Board agreed. 

A preliminary discussion of budget for 1988 was held* Total projected income is $7,700.00 
without contributions. For the current year, an excess of revenues over expenses is estimated at 
$2,100. Final figures will be presented at the next Board meeting for approval. It was moved 
(Bendorf, seconded by Armstrong) to give preliminary approval to the budget. Passed, 

A research proposal was received from Dan Varland, an Iowa State University Ph.D. student, 
requesting $300.00 to study kestrels in the post-fledgling stage using radio transmitters. The 
proposal was discussed in conjunction with a discussion of Breeding Bird Atlas funding. It was 
moved (Moore, seconded by Cedi) to allocate $300 00 for the Breeding Bird Atlas project and 
$100.00 for the Varland research proposal. Passed. 

The question of local chapter affiliation with the I.O.U. was brought up. An inquiry was re- 
ceived from a county organization asking to be affiliated with the I.O.U. After discussion, the 
Board agreed that there has been no precedent for this. There is currently no policy or mecha- 
nism for affiliation. The Board was not in favor of establishing affiliations at this time. 

Dinsmore received a letter requesting the I.O.U, to take a stand on the Brush Creek issue. The 
ensuing discussion addressed the question of whether to bring it up to the full membership at 
next week's fall meeting. Although some members felt a stand should be taken, a straw poll in- 
dicated that the majority did not. Historically, the I.O.U, has not been involved in political envi- 
ronmental issues such as this. 

Dinsmore indicated that a short meeting will be held on Sunday, November 15, after lunch 
and compilation of the bird list. 


FALL BUSINESS MEETING 

Luther, 14 November 1988, 3:40 to 4:30 p.m. 

Ann M. Barker, Secretary 


Pres iding: Jim Dinsmore, President 

Minutes: The minutes of the Spring Meeting were approved as published. 

Reports 

Treasurer: Frands Moore reported that total funds currently available are approximately 
$13,600.00, Membership renewals are being received for 1988. For 1987, there will be an excess of 
revenues over expenses of approximately $2,100.00 The funds for the Birdline are low and do- 
nations are needed. Tom Kent felt that more finandal information is necessary. He would like to 
see a chart of accounts so that the membership might know how much is in each fund. 

Records Committee: The committee will meet today, 

Publications: The committee met this morning and approved budget proposals and set up a 
mechanism for book reviews in Iowa Bird Life. The committee also discussed library exchanges, 
publication of feeder surveys, and changes in Iowa Bird Life. 

Membership Committee: Frands Moore reported that the committee has not met since 
spring. New brochures have been sent to members, and another printing will be needed soon. 
The committee will meet in February or March. Current membership is 465. 

Library /Historical Committee: No report. 

Nominating Committee: Appointments to this committee are Ray Cummins (chair), Jim 
Fuller, and Carl Bendorf. 

Education Committee: Linda Zalatel will chair the committee. 

Breeding Bird Atlas Committee: The committee, composed of John Fleckenstein, Carol 
Thompson, and Barb Wilson, met yesterday. Thompson reported that 100 blocks have been 
completed and 250 are partially done. The committee discussed ways to encourage partidpa- 
tion. New atlas cards need to be printed, but funding is short. The I.O.U. Board of Directors ap- 
propriated $300.00 and authorized the committee to solicit funds from outside sources. Wilson 
reminded us that nesting for a spedes may be confirmed even at this time of year by finding 
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nests. Participants should check their blocks in late winter and early spring for nesting owls and 
woodcock. 

Big Day Committee: The committee will meet soon to set up the project for 1988. 

Old Business 

A revised copy of the I.O.U. logo was shown. At the spring meeting action on the logo was 
tabled due to dissatisfaction with the thistle* The revision, done by artist Jody Griffith of Iowa 
Qty, shows a larger goldfinch on an outline of Iowa and the revised thistle. It was moved (Barb 
Wilson, seconded by Jim Sinclair) to accept the revised logo (passed unanimously). Carl Bendorf 
felt that we should have definite specifications on how the logo will be used. 

New Business 

Upcoming Meetings: The spring 1988 meeting is set for Mason Qty on the weekend of 20-22 
May* Curt Nelson is in charge of arrangements. Facilities available will be Northern Iowa Area 
Community College and Lime Creek Nature Center* The fall 1988 meeting is proposed for Fort 
Dodge. Bill Cunningham will provide a proposal to the Board by its next meeting. The spring 
1990 meeting will be a three-state joint meeting with the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology and 
the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union at La Crosse, Wisconsin. Carl Bendorf is our representative 
to the planning committee* Bendorf reported that planning is going well, and he has sent several 
planning suggestions. The meeting will be held the third or fourth weekend of May. 

A recent change in the Birdline involved moving it from Amana to Keokuk with Bob Cedi in 
charge. Cecil reported that the phone has been set up at his house and the new number is 542- 
FLOX. The I.O.U. purchased the machine that it had been renting. Dinsmore expressed the 
membership's appreciation to Rick Hollis, who started the Birdline, and to Carl Bendorf, who 
has done an outstanding job of continuing it* This was followed by a hearty round of applause. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Luther, 14 November, 12:20 to 12:45 p*m* 

Ann M. Barker, Secretary 

Members Present: Jim Dinsmore (presiding), Eugene Armstrong, Ann Barker, Carl Bendorf, Beth 
Brown, Bob Cedi, Francis Moore, Jim Sinclair, Carol Thompson. 

Minutes; The minutes of 7 November 1987 were approved as circulated with one correction , 

Committee Reports 

Records Committee: Steve Dinsmore was nominated for appointment to the committee to fill 
the expiring term currently held by Barb Wilson. It was moved (Barker, seconded by Thompson) 
to approve the appointment (passed). 

Publications Committee: The committee met yesterday. There were no modifications to the 
budget which will need to be approved at the next Board meeting. 

Old Business 

It was moved (Armstrong, seconded by Moore) to authorize Tom Kent to pay £60.00 to artist 
Jody Griffith for work on the logo (passed). 

Bill Cunningham further discussed holding the fall 1988 meeting at Fort Dodge with the local 
Sierra Club as host, Cunningham wiU present a proposal by the next Board meeting. Two possi- 
ble sites for the spring 1989 meeting were discussed. 

New Business 

Armstrong discussed with Phyllis Harris the possibility of the I.O.U. selling T-shirts with the 
logo imprinted on them. A photo transfer could be made of the logo, which could then be used 
for stationary, the journal, and other purposes. No action was taken. 

The possibility of publishing a membership list with addresses was discussed. 

The next Board meeting wiU be in late February or early March. 
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